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The purpose of this study is to examine the images 
of black people as projected through newspaper articles 
printed in the North Georgia Citizen from the years 1890-95, 
inclusive. This particular source was selected for this 
study primarily because of its availability during the years 
indicated above. However, it is beneficial in another 
regard as well. The Citizen seemed dedicated to the task of 
spreading the philosophy of the Southern Democratic Party. 
Moreover, it identified and condemned any individual or orga¬ 
nization that strayed too far from the white supremist argu¬ 
ments espoused by Southern Democrats of that period. Indeed, 
the Citizen seemed to be a member of a network of propaganda 
organs for the Democrats in Georgia. The Atlanta Constitu¬ 
tion, the Athens Banner, the Brunswick Times, the Savannah 
News and the Columbus Enquirer-Sun seemed to be aligned very 
closely with the Citizen as far as politics were concerned. 
This was particularly true on the issue of "Negro rule." 
1 
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The majority of articles utilized in this study were those 
which addressed directly or indirectly this issue. 
It is evident that the Citizen and its sister papers 
were self-expressed disciples of the Democratic word. With 
this commitment, however, came certain responsibilities, 
namely, to adhere closely to the dictates of Democratic 
political rhetoric and to hold the principles of white 
supremacy close to the brow. Any other behavior was nego¬ 
tiable, but the strict adherence to these requirements were 
mandatory if the support of the Democratic Party of Georgia 
was to lend its weight to any paper. As far as these issues 
are concerned, then, this study does not simply deal with 
the personal opinions of a smalltown newspaperman. Quite 
the contrary, it is more likely that the Citizen was conform¬ 
ing to the policies of the institutional framework of which 
it was a part. This study will seek to convey that the 
images of blacks projected by the Citizen were reflections 
from a much broader prospective. 
The period 1890-95 was one of intense political 
activity in which the Negro's role in the political struc¬ 
ture of the South was severely challenged. The Democratic 
strategy seemed to be aimed at defeating Benjamin Harrison 
in the presidential election of 1892. In this manner, the 
3 
Democrats could control the federal patronage system and 
thereby limit the Negro's participation in that system. 
Indeed, this election issue was intense as early as 1890. 
It is the image of the Negro that was projected by the 
Citizen during this political activity which is the primary 
concern of this study. Moreover, this period also witnessed 
the emergence of institutional racism as it developed within 
the American institutional system. The articles written in 
the Citizen on the subject of the Negro will perhaps serve 
as a reflection of that occurrence as well. 
During the period concerned in this study, there 
were two editors of the North Georgia Citizen. J. T. Whit¬ 
man operated the paper for more than three decades, from ap¬ 
proximately 1862 until late 1893.^ Frank Reynolds assumed 
the editorship on Whitman's retirement and continued to edit 
2 
the Citizen throughout 1895. Although there were apparent 
differences in the Citizen under these two editors in both 
content and style, this does not mean that the image of the 
Negro was significantly affected by these differences. The 
reasons for this is to be found in the political climate 
^Whitfield County History Commission, Official His¬ 
tory of Whitfield County (Dalton, Georgia: A. J. Showalter 
Company, 1936), p. 81. 
^Ibid. 
4 
during Whitman's and Reynolds' editorships. 
The intense political activity from 1890 until the 
presidential election of 1892 has already been mentioned. 
When Frank Reynolds took over the Citizen in late 1893, the 
Democrats had already defeated Benjamin Harrison and the 
Republican Party. The federal patronage was safely within 
the Democratic grasp. Even the excitement of the victory 
celebration had waned with the passage of time. It is clear, 
therefore, that with the triumph of 1892, the issue of "Negro 
rule" was not as pressing and immediate as before. This is 
certainly not to suggest that Reynolds ignored or was not 
true to the principles of the Democratic Party or to the 
white supremist argument. It is simply to suggest that after 
1892 the priorities of the party changed. The Negro was no 
longer the primary focus of party policy. It was evident, 
however, that the party's attitude toward the Negro remained 
basically the same through both Whitman's and Reynolds' 
periods as editors of the Citizen. Seemingly, then, the 
image of the Negro underwent little, if any, change under 
Reynolds' editorship, even though there was less mention of 
the Negro himself. In order to properly analyze and under¬ 
stand why and how certain images of blacks were projected by 
the Citizen, it is necessary to examine the black/white 
5 
relationship prior to the period under investigation. This 
will prove helpful by providing the study with earlier atti¬ 
tudes as well as earlier images of the Negro to compare with 
the images projected by the Citizen. 
Almost any analysis of the black/white relationship 
must deal with the institution of slavery. It should be 
remembered, however, that not only was slavery institution¬ 
alized, but also racism. Attitudes toward the Negro were 
formed not only because of his enslavement, but also because 
of the racial theories which served to justify that enslave¬ 
ment. The master class, indeed, held definite and specific 
attitudes about their slaves. Since this class also held 
the reins of political power firmly in its hands, its atti¬ 
tudes toward the Negro were reflected in the institutions of 
which it was a part. This seems clearly evident since it was 
the slave institution which prompted other already function¬ 
ing institutions to adopt' certain policies to support slavery. ■ 
Indeed, slavery could not have existed had this not been the 
case. Politics, education, law, and even religion helped to 
substantiate and legitimatize slavery. 
The political institution was crucial in the attempt 
to establish slavery in the American Colonies. As early as 
1639 a Maryland statute stated that: 
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. . . all the Inhabitants of this Province being Chris¬ 
tians (Slaves excepted) shall have and enjoy all such 
rights liberties immunities priviledges and free cus¬ 
toms within this Province as any naturall born subject 
of England.^ 
The status of the Negro was further clarified in the latter 
half of the seventeenth century, not only in Maryland but in 
the remaining English colonies also. A 1661 Virginian 
statute indicated that some Negroes were already in perpetual 
servitude.^" Similarly, the Carolinas and New York passed 
laws which recognized the slave status of the Negro as early 
5 
as the 1660s. 
As the status of the Negro was clarified by law, a 
rationale was also developed in order to justify the Negro’s 
status. The rationale varied as slavery developed, yet the 
basic premise rested firmly in the belief of the Negro's 
innate inferiority. Carl Degler, in "Slavery and the Genesis 
of American Race Prejudice" suggested that: 
. . . slavery when it developed in the English Colonies 
could not help but be infused with the social attitudes 
which had prevailed from the beginning, namely, that 
Negroes were inferior.^ 
3Winthrop P. Jordan, White Over Black (Chapel Hill, 
N.C.: The University of North Carolina Press, 1968), p. 74. 
^Ibid., p. 81. 3Ibid., p. 84. 
wCarl Degler, "Slavery and the Genesis of American 
Race Prejudice," in Black History: A Reappraisal, ed. Melvin 
Drimmer (Garden city, N.Y.: Anchor Books, 1969), p. 82. 
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Degler is, of course, referring to attitudes that had de¬ 
veloped prior to American slavery. This brings into ques¬ 
tion the origin of racism. Was the establishment of slavery 
the result of racism, or was racism a product of slavery? 
There is evidence to support both views and scholars are 
still in disagreement on this question. However, this anal¬ 
ysis is not so much concerned with the origins of racism as 
it is with the continuity of racism as it developed within 
the American institutional structure, North as well as South. 
As early as the seventeenth century even the more 
"enlightened" sections of the country demonstrated their 
attitudes toward the Negro when New England passed laws 
7 
which recognized the Negro as "different and inferior." A.s 
slavery progressed into the eighteenth century a variety of 
institutions played key roles in justifying slave labor. 
The egalitarian and humanitarian sentiments that surfaced 
during the Revolutionary Era made the need for such justifi¬ 
cations even more pronounced and necessary. After all, the 
American Colonies fondly embraced Locke's theory on the 
"natural rights of man." Naturally, the question arose: 
Did Negroes, too, possess these rights? If so, how could 
^Ibid., p. 95. 
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Americans justify the enslavement of the Negro forever? If 
"liberty" was the inalienable right of all men, was not 
America involved in a most in just practice? Pro slavery ad¬ 
vocates from all fronts rushed to the fore to answer these 
vexing questions. One such attempt was published in 
Philadelphia in 1773. This pamphlet granted that Negroes 
were a species of man, but classified them as one of five 
African catagories. Negroes were ranked first in the scale, 
Ourang Outanges were second, Apes third, Baboons fourth, and 
g 
Monkies fifth. This particular theory was an obvious at¬ 
tempt to transform Linnaean's theory on the classification 
9 . of man into a theory whose purpose seemed designed to 
declassify a particular man, the Negro. The author of this 
unsigned pamphlet apparently drew from the accounts of 
European travellers who claimed to have witnessed the copu¬ 
lation of Negroes and Apes.’*'0 Although most pro slavery 
advocates did not carry the Negro's "brutish" behavior this 
far, they did often relate their beliefs that he was a 
"lower" order of man.^ Yet, the Negro/Ape connection was 
not fully discredited. This is evidenced by the popularity 
of its use by pro slavery advocates on into the nineteenth 
®Jordan, White Over Black, pp. 304-305. 
^Ibid. -^Ibid., p. 229. -^^Ibid., p. 308. 
9 
century. For example, in the late 1850s Dr. Samuel Cart¬ 
wright, in his study of "The Prognathous Species of Man¬ 
kind, " observed that "the [N]egro approximates the monkey 
12 
anatomically more than he does the true Caucasian." 
Furthermore, Cartwright stated that the Negro's nervous sys¬ 
tem was different from the Caucasian and "somewhat like the 
13 
ourang outang." Following this theory to its logical con¬ 
clusion, one could arrive at but a single judgment. The 
Negro was obviously more beast than man. This was one more 
piece of evidence for slaveholders to draw upon in order to 
justify slavery, despite the existence of "natural rights." 
As Claude Nolan in The Negro's Image in the South observed: 
In a Democratic climate of opinion, slavery could be 
justified only by positing differences in the innate 
characteristics of the white and black races so great 
that the black race must appear to be incapable of 
freedom. ...•*-4 
Seemingly, Americans went about the task of pointing 
to the supposed differences between blacks and whites with a 
desperate urgency. In 1788, Francis Hopkinson, an avid 
12 Samuel Cartwright, "The Prognathous Species of Man¬ 
kind, " in Slavery Defended, ed. Eric L. McKitrick (Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), p. 141. 
13Ibid., p. 142. 
14 
Claude H. Nolan, The Negro's Image in the South 
(Lexington, Kentucky: University of Kentucky Press, 1967), 
p. 3. 
10 
supporter of the new American Constitution, released an 
article in the Columbian Magazine which listed "Some Curious 
Particulars Respecting Negroes." Among these curiosities 
were the Negro's "bestial and faetid smell"; the Negro's 
lack of "moral sensation" and "void of genius," as well as 
his excessive indulgence with sex, food, alcohol, and idle- 
15 
ness. The noted Harvard Professor, Louis Agassiz sug¬ 
gested that the Negro was not even of the same species as 
the white man, and that the large number of Negroes in the 
South would eventually cause the downfall of the Republic.^ 
So, not only were Negroes lazy, ordorous, immoral, 
ignorant, gluttons and drunks, but apparently they desired 
to be so. Such people, according to the logic of pro slavery 
orators and writers, deserved to be enslaved. This was 
seemingly the view of John C. Calhoun who thought that it 
was a "great and dangerous error" to think that freedom was 
meant for all. Indeed, Calhoun thought that the Negro was 
". . .a people too ignorant, degraded and vicious to be 
1 s 
Jordan, White Over Black, p. 492. 
Thomas Gossett, Race: The History of an Idea in 
(Dallas, Texas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1963), 
p. 60. 
11 
17 capable either of appreciating or enjoying it." Aside 
from the support of his political colleagues on this view, 
Calhoun received the endorsement from the spiritual sector 
as well. The Reverend Thornton Stringfellow, a noted 
Virginian, argued that: "It was from God himself" that men 
18 
and women could be bought and sold as slaves. Stringfellow, 
like other pro slavery spokesmen, tended to concentrate more 
on justifying the legitimacy of slavery than degrading the 
character of the Negro. Nevertheless, the character of the 
Negro did come into question as this strategy developed. 
His line of reasoning viewed slavery not as a monsterous 
19 
evil but as a "positive good." Slavery, then, was to the 
slave’s advantage. It was a blessing in disguise for the 
Negro to be the lifelong servants of the white civilization. 
Hopefully, by observing the superior white civilization, 
Negroes could ascend from their near animal existence and 
join their masters as full, bona fide members of the civilized 
17 
John C. Calhoun, "Disquisition on Government," in 
Slavery Defended, ed. Eric L. McKitrick (Englewood Cliffs, 
N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), p. 9. 
■^Thornton Stringfellow, "A Scriptural View of 
Slavery," in Slavery Defended, ed. Eric L. McKitrick (Engle¬ 
wood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), pp. 92-93. 
19 
Edmund Ruffin, "The Political Economy of Slavery," 
in Slavery Defended, ed. Eric L. McKitrick (Englewood Cliffs, 
N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), p. 75. 
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world. Indeed, slavery was the best possible institution, 
not only for whites, but for blacks as well. This was still 
a persistent theme as the Civil War approached. Convinced 
that their cause was right and just, fathers and sons of the 
South marched off to do battle, and to wade in the blood of 
their country. 
As this bloody Civil War came to a close, the insti¬ 
tution of slavery ended. It is hardly surprising though that 
white attitudes toward the Negro underwent very little change, 
particularly in the South where the vast majority of blacks 
lived. The infamous "Black Codes" were indicative of white 
attitudes toward the Negro after the Civil War. Seemingly, 
when the foundation of the slave institution was destroyed, 
the South took measures to erect another foundation, one 
that was in many ways very similar to its predecessor. As 
during slavery, The Black Codes forbade blacks to testify 
against whites in a court of law; and, as with slavery, 
blacks were required to carry passes. Moreover, they could 
not serve in the military, could be sent to work camps 
against their will, and were systematically denied the 
. 20 franchise. H. Melville Myers, the editor of the harsh 
"codes" of South Carolina, stated that such restrictions 
o r\ 4UGossett, Race: History of an Idea, p. 256. 
13 
were necessary in order to keep the Negro away from "civi¬ 
lized government." After all, the Negro was "doomed by a 
mysterious and Divine Ordination. . ." and was the "lowest 
21 
and most degraded type of humanity on the globe." The 
people of the South, no doubt, felt that they had to be pro¬ 
tected against the depraved Negro. 
As a partial result of the post slavery reaction of 
the South toward the ex-slaves, the victorious Northern army 
was sent to the defeated lands of the South to assure the 
implementation of a "radical" policy of Reconstruction. 
Moreover, the Negro was to be elevated to positions of 
political leadership by granting them the franchise. 
Southerners resented this policy vehemently. Already many 
of their sons and brothers had died in battle to save the 
South that was—the South where whites were superior, the 
South where the white man had his place, and the Negro his 
place, a place that was familiar to both races. Coupled 
with the dishonor of defeat, Radical Reconstruction was in¬ 
tolerable and the South's attitude toward the Negro became 
even more pathological. The notorious tactics of white 
terror organizations came to be well known throughout the 
South. The Ku Klux Klan was, no doubt, the best known of 
21 Ibid. 
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these organizations- The aim of such organizations was to 
force the Negro to his former servile position, to prompt 
and intimidate him to give up any notions of equality, social 
or otherwise. 
Radical Reconstruction became synonymous with "Negro 
rule" and was a tragic, unthinkable nightmare. But the 
nightmare emerged, nevertheless, into a stark reality. The 
South was to suffer the ultimate indignity. With the fran¬ 
chise, blacks became a powerful political force in the South. 
However, it was their alignment with the Republican Party 
that provided the Negro with the opportunity to utilize what 
had lain dormant under slavery. Radical Reconstruction al¬ 
lowed the Negro to operate from within the ruling political 
party of the day. Even so, their power was confined almost 
exclusively in the local political arena, in state legisla¬ 
tures where they passed laws, as state commissions where 
they were involved in road improvements, establishing schools 
and providing social services. 
Even with the obvious limits of black political 
power, Southerners violently rejected the idea of "Negro 
rule." For Negroes to possess any recognizable political 
privileges in the South was in direct violation to the white 
supremist philosophy. This philosophy would not or could not 
15 
recognize the ex-slaves in any other status but a subservient 
one. It did not matter that under the auspices of Radical 
Reconstruction the South benefitted from the thousands of 
schools established during the "Tragic Era." It did not 
matter that democratic government and new social legislation 
22 
was initiated; what mattered was that the Negro was in¬ 
ferior and, therefore, could not be allowed to dwell in the 
machinery of civilized society. In the eyes of the white 
supremists, Radical Reconstruction could accomplish nothing 
save to draw the white civilization down to the level of the 
"beastly" Negro. The tactics they utilized to prevent such 
a descent covered the spectrum from the legal to the illegal; 
from complimentary persuasion to violent madness. The means 
were not so important as long as the dethronraent of the Negro 
was accomplished. As a partial result of the South's deter¬ 
mined fight to destroy Negro rule, and partially because of 
the North's fading interest in championing the Negro's cause, 
the Radical Reconstruction governments began to crumble. By 
1877 "home rule" was accomplished in the South. The Compro¬ 
mise of 1877 further demonstrated the strength of the South's 
position in its effort to rid itself of Negro rule. 
E. B. DuBois, "Reconstruction and its Benefits," 
in Black History; A Reappraisal, ed. Melvin Drimmer (Garden 
City, N. Y.: Anchor Books, 1969), p. 287. 
16 
The Compromise of 1877 marked a clear victory for 
both the Southern Democratic Party and the white supremist 
philosophy. The "solid South" had stood firm and unflinch¬ 
ing in its campaign to once again have full political control 
in its domain. When Rutherford B. Hayes became president 
over Samuel Tilden, and when the symbolic removal of the 
Northern army was effected, the South's fight against "Negro 
rule" was no longer a defensive fight. The Negro's politi¬ 
cal ally abandoned him under the guise of honoring the prin¬ 
ciples of "home rule." For whatever reasons, the Republican- 
Party decided that the best answer to the "Negro problem" 
was to leave it to the South to decide. Once again the 
South's political institutions were controlled by a party 
that held the innate inferiority of the Negro as its main¬ 
stay. Moreover, this party openly advocated using any means 
necessary to see to it that the Negro's alleged biologically 
inferior condition was reflected in his relationship with 
society. Negroes should not rule, could not rule, would not 
be allowed to rule. Apparently the Negro would remain primi¬ 
tive, childlike, and lazy while southern whites would 
continue to offer advice and guidance. Had not the utter 
mockery of Radical Reconstruction convinced even northern 
liberal skeptics that Negroes were not capable of ruling 
17 
themselves to say nothing of ruling whites? Indeed, had not 
the despicable behavior of corrupt Negro politicians through¬ 
out their political rule shown their true fiendish nature? 
Was not the period of Radical Reconstruction the most shame¬ 
ful, "blackest" period in the history of America? Indeed it 
was, replied the white supremists. Moreover, it was time 
that the Negro be reacguainted with his "place." American 
institutional systems, North and South soon gave indications 
of doing just that. 
In 1877 the last of the Republican/Negro regimes had 
been eliminated by the Southern Democratic Party. Moreover, 
a type of cautious cooperation emerged that linked once 
bitter enemies together. This cooperation seemed based on 
the mutual assumption that "Negro rule" had been a tragic 
mistake. The 1883 Supreme Court decision, which struck down 
23 the Civil Rights Act of 1875 was indicative of this co¬ 
operative spirit. Furthermore, the Court diluted the affect 
of the Fifteenth Amendment when it decreed that to deny the 
franchise to blacks was within the dictates of federal law 
24 as long as "states, or their agents" were not involved. 
Seemingly, the Court also sanctioned Jim Crow laws when it 
decreed that state police powers held precedence over 
2-^Rayford W. Logan, The Betrayal of the Negro (New 
York: Collier Books, 1965), p. 114. 
24Ibid., pp. 110-111. 
18 
individual rights granted under the Fourteenth Amendment. 
Obviously these decisions made it easier for the South to 
eliminate the Negro from the political arena. 
After 1877 the rights of blacks, although still pro¬ 
tected under law, became suspect and doubtful. W. J. Cash 
described southern strategy after 1877: 
For twenty years to come the South must balance pre¬ 
cariously between what is necessary to establish full 
sway for the democratic party and to divorce the 
[N]egro from the ballot and what would inevitably bring 
the bayonets back.2^ 
In other words, the Democrats, in their efforts to destroy 
"Negro rule," had to be constantly aware of the powerful 
northern army and do nothing to precipitate its return. Once 
again, blacks were at the mercy of their former masters. 
Southern politicians and orators, in their traditional, fiery 
manner, rang racist speeches upon the heads of cheering 
crowds. Benjamin Quarles in his study, observed that: "A 
candidate for public office would vow to outdo his opponent 
in keeping the Negro in his place." DuBois in his classic 
work, Black Reconstruction in America, indicated that blacks 
were denied the vote through violence and intimidation in 
25Ibid., pp. 106-107. 
O ç: 
W. J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York: 
Vintage Books, 1941), pp. 148-149. 
27 Benjamin Quarles, The Negro m the Making of America 
(New York: Collier Books, 1969), p. 146. 
19 
order to make them believe in the futility of political 
28 participation. Peter Camejo, the marxist historian, noted 
that: "The disfranchisement of blacks coincided with the rise 
of the new Conservative regimes in the South." In the 
years preceding this study's period of concern, 1890-1895, 
the final touches were being applied to the destruction of 
"Negro rule." Although blacks were still politically active, 
they were under severe and constant attack and were losing 
ground rapidly. Blacks were confronted with a familiar 
enemy who remembered the arrogance of the Negro during Recon¬ 
struction when the northern army was there to back him up. 
There were still those whites who remembered the bitter de¬ 
feat of the Civil War and their loss of friends and family. 
Indeed, southerners held many memories of the past that died 
hard, if at all. Those memories that did not die were 
kindled in the mind of the South. The Citizen's role seemed 
to be to not only keep the glorious memory of the South's 
courageous fighting men alive, but to keep the slave image of 
the Negro alive as well. 
28 W. E. B. BuBois, Black Reconstruction in America 
(New York: Russell, 1935), p. 694. 
2 9 Peter Camejo, Racism, Reaction, Revolution (New 
York: Monad Press, 1976), p. 197. 
CHAPTER II 
THE IMAGE OF THE NEGRO IN POLITICS 
The Solid South Renewed 
The Georgia democratic press, in its opinions on 
the Negro question presented the impression that the South 
was a united front, standing against outside agitation at¬ 
tempting to stir up race trouble. Memories of past glories 
were revived and personified. Robert E. Lee and Jeff Davis 
were almost diefied as towns, organizations, and institu¬ 
tions tried to outdo each other in building monuments to 
their honor. What true southerner could forget the gallantry 
and courage of such men as General Stonewall Jackson, who 
died fighting to the end for the South? Who but northern 
carpetbaggers and Negroes failed to pay tribute to a land 
that raised such leaders? Who but the conquerors wanted to 
crush forever the sweet memory of the South that was? Who 
but Negroes and Republicans? The South stood united against 
these enemies of the white race, [these wretched facsimiles 
of true men, these demogouges who preached foul and vulgar 
20 
21 
treason; treason against the South, treason against white 
civilization.] As if to illustrate Southern reaction, the 
Citizen borrowed an appropriate story from the Savannah 
News. Apparently a man in an Albany bar used the name of 
the "Honorable Jefferson Davis" in vain. As a result a 
"gentleman" who overheard the conversation, took issue and 
decided to teach this man a lesson. Obviously he did be¬ 
cause the man . . . "learned to respect both Davis and his 
castigator while treating his face to fresh tenderloin 
steaks. This is as it should be," concluded the Citizen , ^ 
To the Citizen, the man who uttered the ill-timed insult to 
Jeff Davis was guilty of treason of the highest order. To 
insult Jeff Davis was to affirm Negro rule and the Republican 
Party. "Are you opposed to Negro* supremacy at [sic] the 
South," the Citizen asked in August of 1892. Obviously the 
Citizen expected an overwhelming answer in the affirmative, 
for, the paper urged its readers to: "vote the national demo- 
2 
cratic ticket." The Democratic party stood firmly against 
^"Whipped for Cursing Jefferson Davis," North 
Georgia Citizen, 8 January 1891, p. 1, col. 3. 
2 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 4 August 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
*The Citizen consistently failed to capitalize the 
word "negro." In this study, the word will be capitalized 
even in direct quotes from the Citizen. 
22 
Negro rule and upheld the principles of white supremacy. 
Northern political forces, however, seemed determined to pre¬ 
vent the South from adhering to the principles it held so 
dear. "The poor South," lamented the Citizen, is besieged 
by Republican "south haters" who wanted to "let the Negroes 
4 
take everything m sight." The South realized that, indeed, 
something would have to be done about the Negro problem. It 
insisted, however, that the South alone knew what best to do. 
As for Georgia, the Citizen was of the opinion that the 
"Georgia darkey" would be fine if only he would be left 
5 
alone. In other words, the paper endorsed a "hands off" 
policy toward the Negro, especially "hands off" as far as 
northern trouble makers were concerned. The Citizen agreed 
with a fellow democrat who thought that if these northern 
agitators would only "keep their mouths shut . . . things 
would move along serenely enough."^ It also struck out at 
northern newspapers for describing the "condition of 
3(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 23 June 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
4 
"The Poor South," North Georgia Citizen, 20 Febru¬ 
ary 1890, p. 2, col. 1. 
5 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 17 November 1892, p. 1, col. 6. 
®"Reform Should Begin at Home," North Georgia 
Citizen, 13 February 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
23 
affairs" in the South as being "very much like slavery." 
The Citizen questioned the accuracy of this allegation, then 
processed to attack the "condition of affairs in Pennsylvania 
7 
coal mines and factories of New England." Furthermore, the 
Citizen frequently defended the South against accusations 
made from Republicans. In June of 1892 a 'bloody shirt' 
Republican by the name of Judge A. W. Turgee stated that: 
"Since emancipation more colored men have been murdered by 
the whites in the South than there has been days in all the 
years elapsed." The Citizen thought that this was absurd 
and a "stupendous falsehood—a down-right lie." It urged 
that "democratic unity and a 'solid South' had to be the 
slogan until the election in November." Only then would all 
8 
"be well for the South and the Union." 
The paper also thought that it was strange that 
northern investors would invest so much of their money in a 
region where "... people do nothing except drink whiskey 
9 
and kill niggers." it contended that since these investors 
7 
"Topics of the Week," North Georgia Citizen, 
2 January 1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
O 
"The First Republican Campaign Lie," North Georgia 
Citizen, 23 June 1892, p. 2, col. 2. 
9 
"Wayside Scissorings," North Georgia Citizen, 
16 January 1890, p. 1, col. 7. 
24 
put forth a significant amount of their capital in the South, 
such allegations espoused by Republicans like Turgee had to 
be false. Yet, still these "... Republican leaders and, 
unscrupulous newspaper scribblers of that party, assert that 
they [the Negro] are the worst persecuted and most unhappy 
colored coons on the globe." The Citizen believed that the 
motive for such accusations was for . . . "political effect 
10 
up north . . . This and nothing morel" It identified two 
of these "unscrupulous Republican newspaper scribblers" in a 
single line: "The New York World is not very far removed 
from the Chicago Inter-Ocean in its hate and slander of the 
South."'*''*' The Citizen then informed its readers that "No 
true-hearted Southerner would permit this scurrilous sheet 
12 
to find its way to his fireside." The Citizen and the 
Georgia press raved over the picture painted of their region 
by the Northern press. To them, the battle lines seemed 
clear, it was simply North against South, Republican against 
Democrat. The Citizen stated that, for the purpose of unity, 
"Third party issues must rest in oblivion for a while at 
'*'0 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 July 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
■*■■*■ (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 24 April 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
12 Ibid. 
25 
least." It further amplified this theme in an article 
entitled "The South Will Remain Solid." Apparently, it felt 
that absolute solidarity was necessary to prevent what it 
called: "The disposition to Africanize the States" where 
14 
Negroes were heavily populated. The Republican scheme of 
attempting to pass a bill through Congress which would as¬ 
sure the Negro the opportunity of voting in the Presidential 
election of 1892 was seen as a "declaration of war upon the 
15 
white people of the South." As far as the Georgia press 
was concerned, war it would be. 
As if to demonstrate to the Republicans that they 
were fighting a losing battle, the Citizen and its sister 
papers ran a series of articles in mid 1890 which kept a 
running log of Republicans who could no longer stand the 
abuses of their party, and who dashed shamefully back into 
the Democratic camp. One such man was I. V. Murray of 
Athens, who was a Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue but 
"surrendered his commission" in order to defect. The 
■*■3 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen 23 June 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
14 "The South Will Remain Solid," North Georgia 
Citizen, 11 August 1892, p. 2, col. 2. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 11 August 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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Citizen re-extended honor to Murray's name by referring to 
him as a "staunch democrat."1^ The Citizen, along with the 
Columbus Enquirer-Sun, informed their readers that not only 
were Colonel Fatty Harris, Colonel John A. Wimpy, and General 
James Longstreet deserting the Republican Party, but it was 
also possible that Colonel Billie Markham was about to "re- 
17 
nounce the Republican Party and all its works." Apparently 
these men had seen the error of their ways and begged the 
forgiveness of their fellow southerners. Naturally the 
Citizen mercifully accepted these lost souls back into the 
Democratic ranks. This was particularly true of the Third 
Party Populists. Indeed, even after the Democrats had 
seized the presidency in the election of 1892, the Citizen 
still pursued its "solid South" stance. In October of 1894 
it wrote that: "Our Populists friends are invited to return 
18 into the democratic fold." No doubt the Citizen and the 
Georgia press realized that any successful third party move¬ 
ment would weaken Democrats considerably. Although the 
Populists were not considered to be a major threat in the 
"Glimpses of Georgia," North Georgia Citizen 
3 April 1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
17Ibid. 
18 "The Fourth Estate," North Georgia Citizen, 
11 October 1894, p. 2, col. 3. 
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election of 1892, it was recognized that eventually they 
19 
would "have to be reckoned with in Georgia." 
Contrary to its policy of accepting lost sheep back 
into the flock, the Citizen displayed a less forgiving side 
when it encountered points of view that deviated too far 
from the "staunch democratic" stand; even cities were not 
exempt from its biting criticism: 
Unlike proud and loyal Jacksonville, Florida, Atlanta 
made a simpering simpleton of herself and actually 
tendered Mrs. Harrison [wife of the president] and 
cortege an ovation. A case of caressing the hand that 
smites you.20 
In the Citizen1s opinion, Atlanta should have dropped her 
head in shame. Apparently the Citizen resented the people 
of Atlanta because they extended applause to the wife of the 
Republican enemy. This article was written in 1890 during 
the intense political buildup for the election when even 
minor lapses from the white supremist philosophy tended to 
be taken very seriously. After all. Republicans represented 
Negro rule, which made the Republicans and the wives of 
Republicans enemies of the South. The Negro was the most 
pressing political threat to the South in the early 1890's, 
19 "Is the Criticism Deserved," North Georgia Citizen. 
16 June 1892, p. 2, col. 3. 
20 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 April 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
28 
at least in the minds of the Citizen and its comrades. If 
one saw the Negro as an ally, almost assuredly he would be, 
in turn, seen as a traitor. Negro rule was unthinkable in 
a united South. The Citizen attempted to keep the Georgia 
press united on this issue through the use of praise or 
censorship, as the situation required. This was true even 
after the election. Apparently the Cherokee Advance was in 
accord with the Democratic principles, for, the Citizen 
21 
called it a "democratic paper after the true blue order." 
On the other hand, the Citizen wrote in May of 1893 that 
"any discord created in the democratic ranks in Georgia" 
22 
would be the fault of the Atlanta Constitution. Obviously, 
the Constitution was not in good standing with the Citizen 
at that time. Even so, it was a Democratic newspaper and 
such misunderstandings between democratic organs were 
usually short lived, otherwise the "solid South" could not 
exist. The primary issue before the election was to put the 
Negro back in his place. The means used to accomplish that 
task was to forge a united front and destroy any opposition 
that jeopardized the realization of reestablishing white 
^(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 29 June 1893, 
p. 2, col. 3. 
22 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 18 May 1893, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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supremacy. "Negro rule, " as viewed from this philosophy, en¬ 
compassed Negroes who held political power over whites, as 
well as Negroes who exercised the right of the franchise 
which helped to put Negroes in positions of power. Any 
positions of authority held by Negroes over whites signified 
a direct threat to white supremacy. When the Democrats won 
the presidency in 1892, they successfully challenged Negro 
rule. After the election, the primary purpose of Democratic 
unity seemed designed to prevent the Negro from gaining any 
semblance of the political power he held during Radical Re¬ 
construction. The Georgia press went about this task whole¬ 
heartedly. One of their tactics was to demonstrate that the 
Negro was unworthy to either hold political office or to 
exercise the right of franchise. 
The Incompetence of Negro Rule 
The Citizen projected a dreary image of Negro 
politicians. They were absurd and comical at best; corrupt 
and ignorant in general. Like children, they attempted to 
imitate whites in the political arena, but were totally out 
of their element. They wore "impossible silk hats" at 
dignified social gatherings and were as "quaint and 
30 
picturesque a crew as ever attended a Roman Carnival." As 
far as the Negroes' ability to properly carry out the duties 
of public office were concerned, the Citizen gave the fol¬ 
lowing example of the literary efficiency of one Negro 
official: 
I have this Day Rest [arrested] the body of Kate Ann 
Lecounte. I have hir [her] in my cust [custody] this 
the 5th day of the 17th [sic] of January 1891.^4 
Aside from this kind of example of Negro rule, the Citizen 
displayed a particular fondness for questioning the honesty 
and integrity of Negro officials. Indeed, it lost few op¬ 
portunities to do so. It accused Matt Davis, postmaster of 
Athens, and another Negro official, W. A. Pledger, of insti¬ 
tuting a: 
. . . scheme of bribery and blackmail of a most 
scandalous nature, actually selling the federal 
offices of the State to the highest bidder.^5 
The Citizen thought that it was a ". . . disgrace to 
Georgia’s fair name" that ". . .a Pledger and a Davis ever 
polluted her pure atmosphere with their rotton 
23 ... 
"Washington Letters," North Georgia Citizen, 9 Jan¬ 
uary 1890, p. 2, col. 4. 
24 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week’s Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 5 February 1891, p. 1, col. 3. 
25"A Boodle Game," North Georgia Citizen, 3 April 
1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
31 
2 6 
carcasses." Arkansas, too, according to the Citizen, was 
plagued with a political deformity just as Georgia was. A 
postmaster of that state by the name of J. E. Meadover had a 
27 
"fondness of registered letters" that he could not over¬ 
come. In this regard Meadover shared a similar interest 
OQ 
with Pledger's son who was arrested for "robbing the mails." 
Apparently corruption ran in the Pledger family, and in the 
Negro race in general. The Negro was simply not equipped to 
operate in a rational responsible manner. 
The Citizen, in its articles on the African Coloni¬ 
zation Movement, stressed how naive and easily influenced 
the Negro really was : 
Two hundred and fifty Negro emigrants are stranded in 
Brunswick, the dupes of two Negro sharpers who promised 
to send them to Africa. . 
This scheme was designed, according to the Citizen,to beat 
the Negroes out of their hard earned money and was similar 
in nature to the "forty acres and a mule and Freedman's Bank' 
26Ibid. 
27 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 5 June 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
2 8 
"Glimpses of Georgia," North Georgia Citizen, 
20 February 1890, p. 3, col. 4. 
29 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 23 February 
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swindles. This indicated that Negroes were "credulous" 
creatures who could be lured into any arrangement. Indeed, 
many American Negroes had even been duped into going to 
Mexico, where they expected to "get rich." These Negroes, 
however, did not get rich, but were held in "abject slavery" 
31 
and were "cruelly treated by the Greasers." Since the Negro 
demonstrated that he was so gullible, his participation in 
politics was a mockery. In September of 1891, the Citizen 
gave an example of such mockery in an article concerning 
John Williamson, a Negro candidate from North Carolina who 
was running for Congress. Williamson proposed to introduce 
a bill that would compensate slaveholders for their emanci¬ 
pated slaves at the rate of $200 a head. Moreover, each ex¬ 
slave, or his heirs, would receive $100. The Citizen rather 
matter-of-factly, and with no enthusiasm at all, informed 
its readers that it would take one billion two hundred 
million dollars to put such a plan in action, and that 
Williamson proposed to raise that sum by issuing bonds at 
32 
two per cent over a period of fifty years. On the surface, 
3°"More Republican Rascality," North Georgia Citizen, 
29 January 1891, p. 2, col. 2. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 1 August 1895, 
p . 2, col. 6. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 September 
1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
33 
it would seem that the Citizen would welcome such a plan, 
since it had earlier agreed with the New York Ledger that 
unlike the planters of Jamaica and the landowners of Russia, 
the South was not compensated for its losses, and "no at- 
33 
tempts to lighten the hardship" were made. Yet, the 
Citizen noticeably backed away from Williamson’s suggestion. 
Perhaps it was reluctant to support legislation proposed by 
a Negro, or maybe it was at odds with the compensation that 
would have been paid to the ex-slaves themselves. Perhaps 
praise of Williamson's proposal would have been too close to 
praise of Negro rule and contrary to the Democratic white 
supremist philosophy. Instead, the Citizen seemed more in 
character when it was illustrating the contemptable political 
behavior of the Negro: 
The Chattanooga Observer . . . published and edited by 
Negroes, is greatly stirred up by the fact that the 
Negroes of that city sold their certificates of regis¬ 
tration which entitled them to vote . . . many of them 
'for a glass of beer, fifty cents or one dollar I'^ 
The Citizen, with help from a comrade, could even elude to 
humor in its apparent efforts to discredit the political 
Negro at every juncture: "The Brunswick Times thinks that 
33 "A Troublesome Question," North Georgia Citizen. 
11 December 1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 4 September 
1890, p. 2, col. 1. 
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now the watermelon has arrived, Cuffy [the Negro] can be 
35 
easily persuaded to vote the democratic ticket." If the 
Citizen1s conceptions of Negro political ethics were ac¬ 
curate, the Negro would have, no doubt, accepted the above 
mentioned bribe. The articles written in the Citizen on the 
subject of Negro politicians projected the image of a chao¬ 
tic political arena where ignorant, corrupt Negroes ruled 
over a better qualified white populace. Such a system, by 
its very nature, was doomed to fail. It pointed out this 
fact to both the Negro and his political allies: 
The whole world believes with the South in White 
Supremacy, and the Republicans will find that this 
scheme to establish Negro rule in the Southern States 
will not meet with favor in any country where the 
Caucasion race is supreme. 
White Supporters of Negro Rule: 
Traitors Identified 
Since Negroes could not successfully become office 
holders without white support, the Georgia press was partic¬ 
ularly interested in denying the Negro that support, thus 
relieving Georgia of Negro politicians altogether. The 
perpetuator of Negro rule in the South was the Republican 
^ (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 19 June 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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Party. Possibly the most hated man in Georgia during this 
period was A. E. Buck, the Postmaster General of Georgia. 
Rating a close second, however, was John Wannamaker who was 
Postmaster General of the United States. Their crime was to 
insult the sovereign South by appointing Negroes to federal 
offices; these were white men who placed Negroes in positions 
over other white men. The Georgia press seemed determined to 
socially, economically, as well as politically, brand the in¬ 
famous names of these traitors across the mind of the South. 
They sought to associate their names with scandal, condemna¬ 
tion, and ridicule—to force them into the realm of white 
supremist philosophy or to destroy them. Wannamaker and 
Buck received the bulk of the attack by the Georgia Democra¬ 
tic press. Indeed, personal insults seemed reserved for 
them alone, as the following example indicates: 
Boss Buck ran his head against a chandelier . . . and 
is now confined to his room with a protuberance on 
the side of his cranium as big as a Georgia watermelon, 
more or less.37 
John Wannamaker was labelled a "breeches-making South- 
38 
hater," and a "miserable tradesman, politician and bribe- 
37 
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p. 2, col. 1. 
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giver." But since it was A. E. Buck's recommendations to 
Washington that allowed Negro rule in Georgia, he received 
the concentrated literary attack of every self-respecting 
Democratic paper. He was seen as the more immediate foe, 
the enemy that was close at hand, who, from within the 
sacred borders of Georgia, ate away at her insides like a 
cancer. Therefore, the Georgia press adopted the slogan of 
40 
the three "B"s—"B. B. B.—Bounce Boss Buck." The Citizen 
offered the following motive as to why Buck should be 
bounced: "Boss Buck and his dusky political satelites are 
41 
becoming a stench in the land." Note that the Citizen 
consistently linked both the Negro and the Republicans to¬ 
gether, as if to discredit the one by the presence of the 
other. The Citizen supported the Athens Banner1s indictment 
of Buck, whose only purpose in Georgia was to "deal out 
Republican offices as he sees fit," and to put Cuffy where 
42 "he is most objectable ..." There can be little doubt 
O Q 
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as to who "dusky political satelites" and "Cuffy" referred 
to. Even Wannamaker's "protuberance" was an indirect as¬ 
sociation to the Negro because it was "as big as a Georgian 
watermelon." Indeed, the Citizen seemed quite taken with 
the Negro-watermelon relationship and employed it often as 
the following article suggests: 
The news comes that a watermelon weighing 165 pounds 
has been raised in California. Look out for a dusky 
exidus from the cotton patches of Georgia and South 
Carolina.43 
Buck was also linked to Negro corruption when the 
Citizen informed its readers that "Another one of Buck's 
44 
Negro appointees has gone wrong." But, no doubt, Buck's 
more serious crime was appointing Negroes to offices in the 
first place. He even had the nerve to fire white Democrats 
45 and put Negroes in their places. The Citizen joined the 
Savannah News in asking: "At what point in Georgia will 
46 
carpetbagger Buck locate the next black postmaster?" 
43"Comment and Criticism," North Georgia Citizen, 
26 March 1891, p. 1, col. 3. 
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Since the office of city postmaster was a position of auth¬ 
ority, and Negroes were most objectable in such positions, 
only fools and traitors doubted that authority should rest 
with whites alone. The Citizen was most sympathetic to 
those Georgia towns that could not escape the dread and in¬ 
dignity of Negro rule; 
Dalton knows how to sympathize with Americus and 
those towns that have had to put up with Boss 
Buck's obnoxious selections.4' 
In this manner, the Georgia press identified and listed the 
crimes against white supporters of Negro rule. It did not 
stop here, however. It outlined strategy that was designed 
to discourage white support for the Negro. 
The Georgia press displayed the same unity in taking 
action against Wannamaker and Buck as it did in identifying 
them to the Georgian citizenry. An impressive array of in¬ 
dignant calls for action leaped from the pens of all good 
thinking Democratic editors. The battle cry became "Boycott 
48 
Them" for their "... unjust treatment of the South. . ." 
The Athens Banner displayed its staunch Democratic credentials 
by stating that if Wannamaker was determined to ". . . heap 
47 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 13 February 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
48 ... 
"Boycott Them," North Georgia Citizen, 13 February 
1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
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insult upon injury, and slander upon malice on Georgia and 
the South," then the South, if it had any self-respect at 
all would "... declare a boycott against this miserable 
49 tradesman." The Citizen "heartily" endorsed the Banner's 
attack since it had written a very similar declaration only 
a week earlier. 
50 
It also warned merchants not to ". . 
fail to place the name of Hood Banbright and company on your 
51 
black list. This firm is John Wannamaker." The Citizen 
also agreed with another democrat who stated that he would 
not as much as ". . 
chant that would trade with Wannamaker."' 
buy a pocket-hankerchief from a mer- 
.52 
In the above manner, the strategy against Postmaster 
General Wannamaker, supporter of Negro rule, was mapped out 
in the Democratic press of Georgia. Although Buck's name 
was officially added to the list of traitors to be boy- 
53 cotted, Wannamaker was the prime target since about half 
of his Philadelphia business enterprises were conducted from 
49 Ibid., "The Way to Talk," p. 2, col. 2. 
50 
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the South. The Citizen apparently thought that he was in¬ 
timidated by the South's response to his politics because, 
as the Citizen put it: "Wannamaker's life is insured for 
55 
$1,000,000, and yet he is afraid to come South." In any 
case, Wannamaker served as an example for others in the 
South who were perhaps thinking of supporting the Negro. 
In this regard, perhaps the boycott served more as a warning 
than a serious financial threat to either Wannamaker or 
Buck. 
In November of 1892, Grover Cleveland, the Democratic 
presidential candidate defeated Benjamin Harrison. The 
Citizen began counting the days until a Democrat would once 
again be president. In February, 1893, it proclaimed that 
there were: "Only twenty-four more days of Harrison and 
republican rule."^ This meant that the Democrats would 
gain control of the federal patronage system. The Republi¬ 
can appointed postmasters in Georgia and the South were 
aware of that fact as the resignations of about five 
54 , (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 13 February 
1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
^(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 13 April 1890, 
p. 4, col. 1. 
56 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 9 February 
1893, p. 2, col. 1. 
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thousand of them seemed to indicate. Many of them resigned 
even before their terms expired. The Citizen thought that 
these Republican postmasters were evidently expecting a 
57 
"great slaughter" in their ranks. No doubt, the Citizen 
and the Georgia press anticipated a Republican slaughter and 
attempted to hasten its arrival: 
The unanimity with which the Georgia press used the 
three B's shows which way the wind blows and Buck 
must go.58 
Since Buck was the symbol of Republican and Negro rule in 
Georgia, his departure from Georgia politics would serve as 
a symbol that the state had been swept clean of Republican 
and Negro rule. The priority that the Georgia press as¬ 
signed to oust Buck was indeed high.. The Citizen ran a 
series of articles in early 1893 designed specifically to 
remove Buck. It wrote in April that: 
Boss Buck is still pulling away at the government 
teat. How the administration can suffer such a 
rotten character to remain in office is a mystery.59 
The following month, the Citizen reminded its sister papers 
57 "Topics of the Week," North Georgia Citizen, 
23 March 1893, p. 2, col. 4. 
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that the "strange case of Mr. Buck" still warranted "the 
60 
attention of the Georgia Press." The matter was even 
brought to the attention of the President, himself, who 
61 
promised that he would "act at once." Apparently he did, 
for, the Citizen could report in May of 1893 that: "Boss 
62 
Buck has resigned. The pressure was too great for him." 
Thus the last symbolic vestige of Republican rule had been 
removed from Georgia. The Georgia press had been successful 
in exerting pressure on Republican appointees to resign. 
The Cherokee Advance of Murray County seemed to typify this 
pressure: 
The offices of this county belong to the Democrats 
and every republican should step down, and it is the 
duty of Democrats to assist them in getting out.^3 
That the Citizen obviously concurred with this statement is 
indicated by its endorsement of President Cleveland's ap¬ 
pointee, W. N. Russell, as postmaster of Whitfield County, 
not so much because of his ability but primarily because he 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 18 May 1893, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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64 
was a "staunch democrat" who deserved the post. Republi¬ 
cans were supporters of Negro rule, a fact which negated any 
positive qualities that they had to offer. Based on their 
support of Negro politics, the Republicans had condemned 
themselves as traitors of the white civilization and did not 
deserve to participate in the politics of the South. The 
Citizen and the Georgia press identified these traitors and 
formulated strategies to defeat them. Convinced that white 
support of Negro rule was the only strength of that rule, 
the Democratic press attempted to demolish that support and 
render Negro rule extinct. 
Hie Futility of Negro Rule 
The Georgia press seemed to take an inordinate amount 
of pain to point out that Negro rule was solely the result of 
the Negro being used as a political pawn by the Republican 
Party. The Republicans, even though unscrupulous and un¬ 
ethical, would never entertain the ridiculous notion of put¬ 
ting Negroes in positions of full, unsupervised authority. 
The Citizen repeatedly reminded the Negro of this plain fact. 
As long as the Negro did as he was told, he was all right, 
but let him show the slightest sign of independence and the 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 4 May 1893, 
p. 2, col. 4. 
44 
65 
Republicans would turn on him. They turned on Negroes in 
Indiana where they invaded and disrupted a Negro Democratic 
Party meeting. Seemingly, this "exhibition of lawlessness" 
proved that Republicans had no intentions of making the 
Negro equal before the law; "the Negro is fast finding this 
out," concluded the Citizen. John J. Ingalls, that "great 
republican howler over the disfranchisement of the blacks," 
stated that the greatest mistake his party ever made was 
giving the Negro the vote. Apparently Ingalls thought 
that the Negro vote would eventually prove to be detrimental 
to his party. Seemingly then, the Negro was useful to Repub¬ 
licans only when he followed their orders? otherwise, the 
Negro was expendable. Could not the Negro see for himself 
the blatant racism of northern Republicans? Could not they 
see the stark and naked hypocrisy of northern "equality?": 
A Negro boy has been denied admission to the Girard 
College at Philadelphia. Yet Philadelphia is called 
the city of brotherly love.68 
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The Republicans merely used the Negro in order to procure 
his vote while offering him nothing in return as far as 
social equality was concerned: 
The color line has been drawn by white visitors to 
the sea side resorts of New Jersey . . . despite 
the fact that the colored man votes the straight 
Republican ticket every time.03 
The Negro was not supporting his best interests in aligning 
himself with Republican carpetbaggers and scalawags. Indeed, 
he should cast off his Republican shackles and seek the ad¬ 
vice of his Democratic friends. "The Negroes of the South 
will learn, the Citizen advised, . . . that the only true 
70 
friends they have are the Southern people." The Citizen 
further advised the Negro that "Energy and self-reliance 
71 
never appeal to patronage for success." Relying on Repub¬ 
lican promises would get the Negro nowhere. And as far as 
Negro politicians were concerned, the Citizen warned the 
Negro that these men were "... doing their race more harm 
than all else combined." The sooner the Negro got rid of 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 21 August 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
70 
Ibid., "Republican Rascality," p. 2, col. 2. 
71 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 20 February 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
46 
these scoundrels the better it would be for their race. 72 
The Citizen's argument went on and on in this vein, while 
constantly reminding Negroes of their status in the Republi¬ 
can world of equality. Why, even in President Harrison's 
own hometown whites refused to work with Negroes who had 
73 
been appointed to responsible positions. Even the Pitts¬ 
burgh Times, a Republican newspaper, voiced displeasure with 
Negro rule. The Times was "... opposed to Oklahoma being 
made a Negro state because . . . the tendency of the Negro 
74 race when left alone to govern themselves is doxvmward." 
It should be obvious to the Negro, then, that it was futile 
for him to continue his whimpering and agitation. "The Negro 
will never command respect so long as he continues to clamor 
75 
for 'protection' from real or imaginary oppression," the 
Citizen proclaimed. 
The Citizen also attempted to persuade the Negro 
that the Democratic Party was his only salvation. The 
72 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 13 February 
1890, p. 2, col. 1. 
73 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 27 March 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
74 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 April 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
75 , 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 20 February 
1890, p. 2, col. 1. 
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"democratic party in the South is sincerely anxious to assist 
them [the Negro] in bettering their moral and material con- 
7 6 
dition," the Citizen wrote in March of 1893. According to 
the Citizen, the Negro had loyally voted the Republican 
ticket for over two decades and had received as much as "the 
prodigal son got by feeding the swine which belonged to the 
77 
man 'in a far country.'" The Negroes "are beginning to 
think for themselves," the Citizen remarked just prior to 
78 
the 1892 election. Apparently, as a result of this new 
thought process on the part of the Negro, the Democratic 
Party was seen in a new light: "The Negroes of Delaware are 
79 announcing that they are tired of republican bossism." 
Indeed, the Citizen gave the impression that the "more intel- 
80 
ligent" Negroes were abandoning the Republican Party. 
Proof of this occurred in the Republican stronghold of New 
York where a "secret colored organization" which numbered 
7 6 "The Blacks Like Cleveland," North Georgia Citizen, 
23 March 1893, p. 2, col. 2. 
77 
"The Republican Split," North Georgia Citizen, 
8 September 1892, p. 2, col. 4. 
78 Ibid. 
79 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 27 October 1892, 
p . 2, col. 1. 
80 
Ibid., "The Blacks Like Cleveland," 23 March 1893, 
p. 2, col. 2. 
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8,000 was formed, and whose purpose was to "defeat the repub- 
81 
lican party." There was even to be a "colored democratic 
82 
club" in Savannah, Georgia. Apparently, the Negro had 
finally opened his eyes to the fact that the Republicans 
were more detrimental than helpful to their social progres¬ 
sion. It seemed, however, that some Negroes realized this 
fact from the beginning, as the Citizen related in an article 
in March of 1893. Apparently Carroll County possessed a 
"genuine democratic Negro by the name of Sol Bowen," an ex¬ 
slave who had voted "a straight democratic ticket for the 
last thirty years." Evidently "Uncle Sol" had benefitted 
from his unique insight since he had never been sick a day 
in his life.88 
The Citizen repeatedly attempted to illustrate the 
negative effects the Republican Negro alliance caused for the 
Negro. According to this line of reasoning, the Republicans 
merely used the power of the Negro vote to further that 
party's own selfish designs. Furthermore, the Negro received 
0*1 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 November 1892, 
p. 1, col. 6. 
82 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 14 July 1892, p. 1, col. 2. 
83 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 16 March 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
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minimal, if any, benefits from his association with the Re¬ 
publicans . His social condition had changed very little 
under the auspices of Republican and Negro rule. His poli¬ 
tical condition, although superficially improved, rested 
solely on the whim of his Republican bosses, to be taken 
away or temporarily restored, as the situation required. 
Moreover, Republican and Negro rule tended to alienate the 
Negro from his only true friend, the southern whites. The 
Negro's actions, in his attempt to rule over the South was a 
dangerous ploy that could possibly result in his demise. In¬ 
deed, if the Negro insisted in his attempt to establish Negro 
rule in the South, the relationship between southern whites 
and Negroes could explode into violence which would prove 
fatal for the latter. 
Predictions of Doom 
To show that Negro rule was not in the best interest 
of the Negro, and certainly not in the interest of white 
society, the Citizen printed articles that stressed adverse 
social repercussions that were a direct result of Negro rule. 
One of the most obvious repercussions of Negro rule was that 
it alienated and made revengeful the southern white popula¬ 
tion which, in turn, created a tense racial atmosphere with 
the potential to explode into full scale racial warfare. 
50 
One of these potential timebombs was in the form of the 
"... Republican scheme of making a Negro state out of por¬ 
tions of Oklahoma." Such a scheme was beyond the realm of 
possibility, in the Citizen1s view, and was not "... cal¬ 
culated to secure the approval of white Americans." Whites 
could not be expected to hand over any part of their proud 
domain to another race, "... particularly an inferior 
84 . . 
one." The Citizen further warned that "A race war is im¬ 
minent in Oklahoma . . . The White Caps say the Negroes must 
85 
go." The "White Caps" were, of course, a terrorist orga¬ 
nization similar in reputation and method to the notorious 
Ku Klux Klan. Apparently, they refused to stand idly by and 
watch the Negro take over Oklahoma. The Negro, by his 
insistance of political agitation, along with his allegiance 
to the Republican Party, was, therefore, flirting with 
disaster. The Citizen, as usual, was in an uproar with the 
Republicans for thinking up another of their devilish schemes. 
Indeed, it attributed most of the South's race troubles to 
the Republican Party. "But a day of reckoning will come," 
the Citizen predicted, "and it will come with such power as 
84 "An Offensive Proposition," North Georgia Citizen, 
3 April 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
85 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 26 March 1891, 
p. 1, col. 1. 
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to wipe from the face of the earth the vile party now in 
86 
power." As for the Negro, xf he continued in his attempts 
to ". . . force the whites to wear the yoke of Negro rule 
. . . the inferior race will be drowned in their own 
87 blood ..." The Citizen agreed with the good people of 
Oconee County, who were up in arms against the federal 
government in opposition to the appointment of an imperti¬ 
nent Negro politician. The people of that county were 
88 
". . . law-abiding and peaceful citizens," who refused to 
tolerate the intolerable. These good people, like people 
all over Georgia, had been pushed to the wall by Negro ar¬ 
rogance. They would be pushed no farther. From the 
Citizen1s perspective, one could hardly blame the peace- 
loving citizens of Oconee County for their violent reaction 
to Negro rule. 
When the Negro displayed any political initiative, 
it tended to be catastrophic, at least from the Citizen1s 
point of view. This seemed to be the case in late 1891 when 
the National Colored Alliance attempted to organize the Negro 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 April 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
87 "Plotting Against the South," North Georgia Citizen, 
10 April 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
OQ 
"Georgia Chronicles," North Georgia Citizen, 
20 March 1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
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cotton pickers of the South for a proposed strike. The 
Citizen reported that: 
An effort is being made to induce a general strike of 
cotton pickers throughout the South unless they are 
paid $1 per hundred.89 
Since the National Colored Alliance was the organizer of 
this proposed strike, it proved the irrational, irresponsible 
characteristics of the Negro. "If such a thing is done," 
the Citizen indignantly remarked, "half the cotton crop of 
90 
1891-1892 will rot m the fields." The Colored Alliance 
was obviously unreasonable in its demands. Furthermore, it 
was accused of stirring up trouble among the South's Negroes. 
The Negro cotton pickers were a happy lot and could not be 
made happier by the National Colored Alliance in its attempt 
to organize them into a strike force. The Negro cotton 
picker could draw advances on his labor, could make the 
weekly journey into town and indulge himself to a "big 
ginger-cake" or a "two-for-a-nickel 'seegar'" and were gen¬ 
erally ". . .as perfect a picture of happiness as could be 
91 
met ..." Seemingly then, Negro rule could be detrimental 
89 , (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 10 September 
1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
90 Ibid. 
91 
"Miscellaneous Mention," North Georgia Citizen, 
25 September 1890, p. 3, col. 3. 
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to the happiness of the Negro. The Colored Alliance's pro¬ 
posed strike seemed outrageous and served only to further 
demonstrate the Negro's political ineptitude. Such an ill- 
conceived plan could plunge the South into economic ruin. 
Neither the Negro nor the South could possibly gain from the 
chaos that would result. 
On the question of violent rejection of Negro rule, 
the Citizen was, as shown earlier, agreeably sympathetic. 
It showed a similar tendency in regards to the lynching of 
92 
twelve alleged mafia members in New Orleans. Seemingly, 
a number of unsolved murders had taken place in that city 
which were thought to be the result of mafia influence. A 
group of good citizens decided to take the situation into 
their own hands. As a result, twelve men lost their lives, 
the victims of mob justice. But since the law could not 
properly handle the situation, the Citizen thought that 
"... the recent tragedy in that city is not to be wondered 
at or condemned." The Citizen made it plain, however, 
that it did not "... favor lynch law as a regular method 
for meting out justice, but in some cases nothing else will 
92"The Mafia's Bloody Work," North Georgia Citizen, 




do it so well and so speedily." Obviously, the Jesup riot 
a year earlier came under the category of "some cases," for, 
the Citizen was again reluctant to criticize mob rule. As 
was the case in New Orleans, Jesup, Georgia had experienced 
a number of unsolved murders, allegedly committed by Negro 
"miscreants." An undisclosed number of Negroes were hanged. 
"The lynchings at Jesup were bad," the Citizen proclaimed, 
95 "but the murders which caused them were infinitely worse." 
The Negro should, from these examples, know that if he gets 
out of hand the South had a special brand of justice that 
would, no doubt, put him back in his place. Not only should 
the Negro be satisfied in his place, but should realize, as 
well, that he had very little choice in the matter. 
The Citizen often advocated mob violence, particu¬ 
larly in cases where a Negro allegedly raped a white woman. 
It agreed with the Butler (New York) Democratic Herald that 
had not "some fools . . . taught the black man that he had 
the right to cohabit with a white woman . . . there would be 
96 fewer lynchings of colored people in the south." The 
94(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 26 March 1891, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
95"His Duty Is Plain," North Georgia Citizen, 23 Jan¬ 
uary 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
®"The South and Its Growing Evil," North Georgia 
Citizen, 24 August 1893, p. 2, col. 3. 
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Citizen also expressed the opinion that whenever a Negro 
committed such an outrage against a white woman, it should 
mean a "speedy death" whether the crime was committed in the 
97 
North or in the South. Even so, the Citizen attacked the 
northern states when mobs lynched Negroes. It called the 
lynching of a Negro in Corunna, Michigan a "most horrible 
98 
affair—a disgrace to civilization." The Citizen advised 
northern newspapers that the next time they contemplated 
condemning lynch law in the South that they should "remember 
99 
the Michigan horror." The Citizen also implied that the 
North was blessed because of its relatively small Negro pop¬ 
ulation, and that if there were as many Negroes in that 
section as there were in the South, the North would deal 
with the Negro just as the South was doing. Printed the 
Citizen : 
Away up in Ohio, where the colored man has such ardent 
friends, a little race trouble has arisen, and the 
colored man as usual came out tarred and feathered and 
afire. The trouble grew out of improper advances of a 
Negro upon a white woman. The white men have given 
the Negroes notice to leave the town. This looks like 
C\n 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 15 June 1893, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
QO 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 8 June 1893, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
99 Ibid. 
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the north solving the race question for us. If they 
had more of them up there they would feel like solving 
it more rapidly. 
Although the Citizen often expressed the opinion that lynched 
Negroes received their just reward, it also struck out at the 
presence of mob violence in the South. This trend seemed to 
have begun in late 1892. Apparently, mob violence was seen 
as a detriment to the economic growth of Georgia and the 
South. Indeed, the Citizen stressed this point again and 
again. It stated that there was "abundant evidence" that the 
South was "fast putting aside old and unprofitable theories 
and methods, and adopting new ones . . . calculated to gen¬ 
erally promote her prosperity."'1'0'1' The paper was indignant 
toward a white terrorist organization for jeopardizing the 
"good name" of Dalton by marching through the city and kill- 
. 102 ing one of her Negro citizens. The publicity that this 
act received apparently hampered the flow of northern invest¬ 
ments in that area, for it wrote that "those who were engaged 
in that night's work should stop and consider the harm that 
'L00,,Newsy News Pencilings, " North Georgia Citizen, 
12 January 1893, p. 2, col. 3. 
lOl.'The New south," North Georgia Citizen, 11 July 
1895, p. 1, col. 3. 
102 "The Harm they are Doing," North Georgia Citizen, 
3 November 1892, p. 3, col. 1. 
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103 they are doing the community and county." The Ku Klux 
Klan was obviously the culprit in that affair because the 
Citizen soon afterwards reported that: "A 'Ku Klux Klan' is 
104 
the worst thing that can afflict a community." No doubt 
other north Georgia communities were similarly afflicted, 
for, the Citizen joined the Murray County Jimplecute in 
issuing a plea to the White Caps to "let up with their raids, 
which are injuring the county and proving a bar to its pro- 
105 
gress and advancement." Although the Citizen criticized 
the use of mob violence as early as 1892, the vast majority 
of these attacks came well after the presidential election 
of that year. The Democratic victory in itself, however, 
does not fully account for this sudden change in point of 
view on the issue of mob violence. Negro rule was no longer 
a serious threat after the election, and therefore mob 
violence to deal with that rule was no longer required as it 
once had been. Quite the contrary, law and order was the 
call of the day. Indeed, the Citizen took great pains in 
picturing the North Georgia Community as the perfect, 
104 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 November 1892, 
p. 3, col. 1. 
105 
"Murray County Items," North Georgia Citizen, 
23 June 1892, p. 3, col. 3. 
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law-abiding location for northerners to invest their money- 
in . Mob violence tended to cast doubt on this rather ideal 
image. 
Conclusion 
There can be very little doubt that, like its sister 
papers, the North Georgia Citizen served as a propaganda 
organ for the southern Democratic Party. And since it is a 
historical fact that white supremist philosophy was instru¬ 
mental in regaining the political throne for the Democrats 
in Georgia, it is reasonable to assess that the Georgia 
Democratic press was a very effective propaganda instrument. 
Yet, this success cannot be attributed to propaganda alone. 
Other facets beyond the level of propaganda also have to be 
taken into account. 
The Georgia press not only identified the South's 
enemies to its readers, but also acted as a means of social 
control. This was nothing new to the southern press or to 
the southern people. Indeed, the press had long ago become 
very efficient in this area. It had defended the South 
against the rantings of abolitionist fiends; it had defended 
the South against the attacks of northern newspapers; it had 
defended the South in the Civil War; it would again defend 
59 
the South, this time against Negro rule. Anybody who acted 
counter to the white supremist argument was branded a 
traitor; a social disease that somehow had to be cured. 
Perhaps the cure would be a simple threat of economic or 
political ruin; or perhaps it would involve more drastic 
measures—measures that were regrettable but necessary. 
This was not only a means of regulating public opinion, but 
also a means of giving notice to Negro politicians and as¬ 
piring Negro politicians of what was to come. 
CHAPTER III 
SOCIAL IMAGES OF THE NEGRO 
Perhaps the most persistent image projected by the 
Citizen in reference to the Negro was based on his alleged 
criminal behavior. Indeed, the Citizen concerned itself 
with projecting this particular image of the Negro more than 
it did with any other. The articles that the Citizen printed 
on the Negro's criminal characteristics ranged from murder to 
simple misdemeanor. The sheer number of these articles pre¬ 
vents their full disclosure here. However, a consensus of 
the articles will adequately provide typical examples. 
Since there were so many of these type articles, they will 
be divided into two analytical groups, violent crimes and 
non-violent crimes. 
Violent Crimes 
In reporting violent crimes, the Citizen discussed 
those committed by blacks against whites, as well as violent 
crimes committed by Negroes against other Negroes. Reported 
60 
61 
violent crimes committed against whites were usually murder 
or rape. The Citizen kept its readers up to date on many of 
these "brutal" and "ugly" deeds, which depicted blacks as 
depraved murderers. When Reverend Nehemiah Evitt was al¬ 
legedly murdered in Walker County Georgia by the Negro ex¬ 
convict Roscoe Marable, he paid the ultimate retribution. 
He was hanged in La Fayette, Georgia approximately ten months 
after the murder of Reverend Evitt. The Citizen informed its 
readers that: "The hanging will be public, and will be wit¬ 
nessed by an immense crowd."'*" On December 7, 1889, James 
McGregor, a white resident of Atlanta, Texas was murdered and 
six months later three Negroes were hanged in Linden, Texas 
2 
for that crime. Then there was the case of Ben Elzey who 
was "A Former Dalton Darkey." Elzey was hanged in Birming¬ 
ham, Alabama "for the murder of an old white man named 
Meadows." Elzey had also confessed to several other "ugly" 
crimes. He admitted "that he had killed twenty-one persons 
3 
in his life-time in various parts of Georgia and Alabama. 
■^"Scratch-Pad Leaves," North Georgia Citizen, 
29 October 1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
2 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 12 June 1890, 
p. 3, col. 1. 
3 
"A Former Dalton Darkey to Swing," North Georgia 
Citizen, 6 March 1890, p. 2, col. 1; "The Hanging of Ben 
Elzey," North Georgia Citizen , 9 February 1893, p. 2, col. 3. 
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In January of 1890, the Citizen reported "An Illinois 
Tragedy: A White Girl Shot by a Jealous Negro." Apparently, 
the white girl and her Negro coachman were romantically in¬ 
volved with one another. However, the girl was persuaded to 
come to her senses and replaced her Negro lover with one of 
her own race. The Negro was enraged, and as a result, 
pulled a gun and seriously wounded the girl and her new beau, 
before being shot himself by his lady victim. The Negro was 
further injured by a crowd that convened on the scene. 
4 
Neither of the three were expected to live. 
The Citizen projected the Negro as even committing 
violent crimes against white children: 
A Texas Negro brute was burned at the stake last week 
by an infuriated mob—for—outraging and murdering a 
little white girl. Served him right. A little of 
this kind of treatment may put a stop to these hein- 
ous crimes.J 
A year earlier, Lee McDaniel died at the hands of a mob in 
Whitfield County as a result of his alleged assault of a 
g 
fifteen year old white girl. Bob Burnett was killed by a 
4 
"An Illinois Tragedy: A White Girl Shot by a Jeal¬ 
ous Negro," North Georgia Citizen, 16 January 1890, p. 1, 
col. 5 . 
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p. 2, col. 3 . 
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"Lee McDaniel Lynched," North Georgia Citizen, 
4 August 1892, p. 3, col. 2. 
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7 
Negro robber in Fort Gaines in April of 1893 - In September 
of the same year the Citizen reported that "Five Negroes are 
g 
sentenced to be hung at Mt. Vernon for murder." In October 
of 1894 a Negro was killed near Thomson, Georgia and before 
he died he "confessed to have killed Mrs. Jane Lilly in 
9 
Atlanta. ..." By all accounts in the Citizen, Georgia 
appeared to be plagued by Negro murderers whose victims were 
white. John Whitehead was killed by an unknown Negro in 
Worthen, Georgia.'1'0 Israel Ray was killed by a Negro in 
Maidens Branch, Georgia.'1''1' A white contractor from Augusta, 
by the name of Bass, "mysteriously disappeared," foul play 
12 was suspected and two Negroes were arrested. Thomas Adair 
of Lothis Springs was murdered by Henry Daniel, a Negro, and 
13 
a two hundred dollar reward was offered for his arrest. 
7 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 27 April 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
g 
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1893, p. 2, col. 1. 
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Then there was the Negro who tried to kill the Mayor of 
Jesup, Georgia: 
A Negro desperado who had a grudge against his honor, 
saw him approaching and pulled down on him with his 
windchester. The mayor saw the movement and drew his 
pistol. The Negro missed and the mayor hit. The 
Negro fell but tried to shoot again, when the mayor 
finished him with his knife.-^ 
The Citizen1s objective in reporting these type crimes 
seemed to be to impress upon its readers that the Negro was 
a menace to white society. The projected image of the Negro 
was one of a violent maniac who seemed determined to indis¬ 
criminately murder innocent men, women, and children. How¬ 
ever, it is immediately clear from the above articles that 
most of the Negroes who were allegedly involved in these 
acts of violence against whites met with violent death them¬ 
selves—usually by means of public execution. For example, 
it was reported in January 1892 : 
Another Negro murderer, Allen Bray, went to heaven at 
La Grange, this state, last Friday by the scaffold 
route. 
Some alleged Negro criminals, like Lee McDaniel and the 
"Texas Brute," met with similar fates, but apparently without 
^"He Tried to Kill the Mayor," North Georgia Citizen, 
10 September 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
15(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 14 January 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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the benefit of a trial. There were other incidents reported 
by the Citizen in which the alleged Negro criminals were 
saved from mob violence by local law enforcers. In Roanoke, 
Virginia in September of 1893, Mayor Trout, at the head of 
the militia, saved a Negro who supposedly assaulted "a lady." 
16 
Nine members of the mob were killed and eighteen wounded. 
A similar incident occurred in Ohio in October of 1894. 
Again, a Negro had allegedly assaulted a lady. This time 
• 1 7 three of the mob were killed and about a dozen injured. 
These reports indicate that there were violent crimes com¬ 
mitted by whites against blacks as well. However, the 
Citizen reported few of these crimes, at least as far as in¬ 
dividual acts of violence were concerned. 
Besides the mob violence already mentioned there 
were two individual acts that merit discussion. It seemed 
that Bud Garth of Trenton, Tennessee "became involved in a 
difficulty with two Negroes and shot them both. One is dead 
18 and the other will die." Near Trion, Georgia in early 
1 ÇL 
°"Telegraphic Briefs," North Georgia Citizen, 22 Sep¬ 
tember 1893, p. 2, col. 5. 
17 "A Southern (?) Outrage Reported This Time From the 
Buckeye State," North Georgia Citizen, 25 October 1894, p. 1, 
col. 3. 
18 
"Topics of the Week," North Georgia Citizen, 
9 March 1893, p. 2, col. 4. 
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December of 1892 an eighteen year old white youth and a six¬ 
teen year old Negro youth were "involved in a difficulty." 
The white youth struck the Negro over the head with the butt 
of a shotgun. Apparently, the impact of the blow discharged 
19 
the gun killing the white youth instantly. 
The first altercation ended in the death of one 
Negro and the serious injury of another. However, the 
Citizen failed to mention what happened to the white man in¬ 
volved in the shooting. Conversely, when the victims were 
white and the culprits black, the Citizen consistently 
pointed to the retribution metered out to the Negro criminals. 
The Citizen did not label Bud Garth a murderer or even a 
criminal. Indeed, Garth was merely involved in a "difficulty." 
The white youth who was accidently killed by the discharge of 
his own shotgun was one of the few articles printed in the 
Citizen where a "difficulty" between a white and a black 
ended in the unpunished death of the former. 
It seems evident, then, that when the Citizen printed 
articles which reported a violent crime committed against 
whites by Negroes, it also gave its readers the punishment 
inflicted on the Negro assailants. Usually Negro criminals 
19 "Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 8 December 1892, p. 1, col. 3. 
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were convicted, sentenced, and executed through the judicial 
process. At times, however, it was the law of the mob that 
dealt out the punishment. In any case, Negroes who were 
alleged to have committed acts of violence against whites, 
generally ended up dead. 
The Citizen also gave considerable attention to 
violent crimes committed by Negroes against Negroes. These 
articles presented an image of the Negro which suggested 
that his violent nature could not be controlled even against 
his own people. Even so, there appeared to be obvious dif¬ 
ferences in the approach the Citizen utilized in reporting 
these crimes as opposed to Negro vs white crime. Noticeable 
immediately was that the Citizen refrained from the use of 
such adjectives as "ugly" and "brutal." Indeed, the word 
"murderer" itself was seldom used: 
At a Saturday night frolic ... a difficulty arose and 
a pitch battle was the result. When the smoke cleared 
away one Negro named Tom Harkness was found dying and 
Will Ringfield was badly cut across the stomach. 
Harkness died ... an inquest . . . failed to find who 
did the chooting or cutting.^ 
Furthermore, the Citizen did not laspe into any rages of 
indignation when a Negro killed another Negro. Rather, the 
paper remained matter-of-fact, reserved, and perhaps a bit 
20 Ibid., 10 November 1892, p. 1, col. 4. 
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condescending. The following article is typical of the 
Citizen 1s approach: 
. . . Clarence Payne and Tom Perndon, engaged in a 
drunken row, which culminated in the killing of the 
former. Perndon escaped, and it is thought he went 
to Augusta.^l 
In reporting these type crimes the Citizen seemed more in¬ 
terested in pointing out the depraved characteristics of 
the Negro than in simply printing news. This is indicated 
by the descriptions of the ghastly details of the crimes. 
For example, the Citizen reported that two Negro boys of 
seven and ten years of age "killed a small Negro boy by 
. . . . . 22 
punching his entrails out with sticks." The Citizen in¬ 
formed its readers of the "horrible case of depravity" in 
which three Negro children threw a twenty-eight month old 
infant into a well. The oldest of the three, the Citizen 
23 
stated, "is under arrest for the murder of the baby." In 
July of 1893 "a mulatto woman" attempted to blind Ed Lewis: 
"While Ed was sleeping she stole into his room and poured 
. 24 potash over his face and eyes." 
2^Ibid., 12 May 1892, p. 1, col. 2. 
22 
Ibid., 27 April 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
23Ibid., 12 May 1892, p. 1, col. 2. 
24 "Tried to Destroy His Eyes," North Georgia Citizen, 
13 July 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
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Then there was the case of Ollie Arwood who "got 
into a difficulty" in Chattanooga, Tennessee with another 
Negro and was "struck upon the head with an axe which 
knocked him senseless and cut a terrible gash in his left 
25 cheek and temple." The Citizen could even elude to poetry 
when describing the death of a Negro at the hands of another 
Negro. After Allen McCalla had gotten into "a dissecting 
humor" and had "brought his knife to bear on the intestines 
of a Negro," the Citizen described the victim as one of 
those: "To whom goodly earth and air are banned and barred— 
O ^ 
forbidden fare." The Citizen1s approach as viewed from 
the above articles is clearly contrary to that which it em¬ 
ployed in reporting the murder of whites by Negroes. There 
was another distinct disparity as well. Negroes who killed 
other Negroes were not confronted with the ordeal of sure 
and immediate retribution for their crimes, at least as far 
as the Citizen reported them. Although there were at least 
two such cases in which Negroes were executed for crimes 
against other Negroes, they were clearly the exceptions. 
2^"A Sunday Fight," North Georgia Citizen, 23 January 
1890, p. 5, col. 1. 
2^"Inklings from Sweet Spring, Catoosa County," North 
Georgia Citizen, 1 January 1891, p. 3, col. 4. 
27"News From the 'State of Dade,'" North Georgia 
Citizen, 26 May 1891, p. 3, col. 3; "Georgia Gossip," 11 Feb¬ 
ruary 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
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When the Citizen reported an arrest in these cases, no follow¬ 
up was initiated. Often only the crime was reported with no 
mention of arrest: 
Gus Billups killed Will Smith with a knife at the house 
of Lizzie Vernon, alias Lizzie Billups ... It is 
thought the trouble originated . . . about the woman. 
Or, the Citizen would simply report that "Two Negroes had a 
29 fight near Pleasant Grove with razors. One was cut badly." 
As far as the Citizen was concerned, then, it seemed that 
Negro criminals, as long as they confined their dastardly 
deeds to other Negroes, need not fear retribution of the im¬ 
mediate and severe sort. In any case, after examining the 
articles written concerning violent crimes, a definite image 
of the criminal is unmistakable. He was razor-toting, drunk¬ 
en, child molesting, murdering Negro brute, whose depravity 
went far beyond any recognition of color as far as his victims 
were concerned. This was clearly seen from the manner in 
which the Negro treated his own offspring. 
The Negro As Parents 
The image that the Citizen projected of Negroes as 
parents tended to portray them as unfit for that 
2 ft i0Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 18 August 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
29Ibid., 29 October 1891, p. 1, col. 1. 
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responsibility. He was portrayed as a heartless thing who 
brutally abused his children in a manner that was far re¬ 
moved from any normal parent-child relationship: 
A Negro brute, who whipped his twelve-year-old 
daughter to death with a pair of plow lines and 
buried the body in the woods, has been jailed in 
Newton.30 
Such an image would have one to believe that Negroes held 
little parental affection toward their children. Even Negro 
mothers displayed their violent tendencies against their 
young: "Sarah Hugens, a Negro woman beat two of her children 
31 
to death. ..." When Negroes did not flagrantly murder 
their children, they often resorted to subterfuge and cun¬ 
ning. The Citizen obviously thought this was the case in 
the death of Bertlia Wilson's child which had died "in a 
32 suspicious manner." In another article the infant child 
of Patsy Macon of Dalton was found dead. The Citizen wrote 
that: ". . . it is supposed that the mother, while asleep 
carelessly rolled upon the child and smothered it to death."' 
^®Ibid., 5 November 1891, p. 1, col. 2. 
31 ... 
"Georgia Chronicles," North Georgia Citizen, 
20 March 1890, p. 2, col. 3. 
32 "Stick or Two of Brevities," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 October 1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
33 
"Smothered to Death," North Georgia Citizen, 3 July 
1890, p. 3, col. 2. 
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It seemed that the Citizen was skeptical of such accidental 
deaths. But, even it had to admit that there was no 
"positive proof" to substantiate its suspicionsEven so, 
the image of Negroes as parents improved very little from 
this rather reluctant admission. 
Articles in the Citizen left the impression that 
Negro parents were irresponsible in other ways as well as in 
their violent behavior: 
. . . two little colored children of very tender years 
were put off the W and A train by the conductor . . . 
clearly the children have been abandoned by heartless 
parents, or other relatives, who wished to shirk the 
responsibility of taking care of them. 
The Citizen also handed out parental advice to what 
it considered ill-prepared Negro parents. In the case of a 
ten year old Negro girl who swallowed a nail, the Citizen 
suggested to the parents that "Such indigestible articles 
3 6 should be kept out of the way of children." Such sugges¬ 
tions as well as the suspicions that the Citizen displayed 
toward Negro parents were conspiciously missing as far as 
34"Stick or Two of Brevities," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 October 1891. 
"^"Set Adrift," North Georgia Citizen, 15 October 
1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
^
6
(NO Title), North Georgia Citizen, 27 March 1890, 
p. 3, col. 1. 
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white parents were concerned. The paper usually reported the 
death of white infants in a straight forth manner: "An in¬ 
fant of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Redwine died last Sunday Morn- 
ing." There were no implications toward the parents, as 
if white parents could be trusted not to clandestinely murder 
their children. Instead the Citizen often expressed sympathy 
for grieving white mothers and fathers: "Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
lost their infant daughter . . . May our Heavenly Father com- 
38 
fort their bereaved hearts." The paper even refrained 
from offering parental advice to Mrs. Goad, whose child 
"overturned a lighted lamp filled with kerosene . . . and 
39 
was terribly though not fatally burned." Nor did the 
Citizen caution Mr. John Evans to watch his "little son" 
more carefully after the child fell twenty-five feet from a 
40 tree and "broke both arms and sustained other injuries." 
Seemingly, these parents did not need such advice. It was 
the Negro who needed the advice; it was the Negro who dodged 
37 "Items From Cove City," North Georgia Citizen, 
20 August 1891, p. 3, col. 3. 
38 "Chips From Cohutta," North Georgia Citizen, 24 Sep¬ 
tember 1891, p. 3, col. 3. 
39 "A Little Girl Burned," North Georgia Citizen, 
2 April 1891, p 3, col. 3. 
40 "Stick or Two of Brevities," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 October 1891, p. 3, col. 4. 
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parental responsibility; it was the Negro who brutalized 
and destroyed his own children; it was the Negro who showed 
himself to be incapable of properly caring for his young. 
Therefore it was the Negro who was the unfit parent. 
Non Violent Crimes 
The Citizen reported a variety of non-violent crimes 
committed by the Negro. Often these crimes were extremely 
petty in nature and the primary purpose seemed to provide 
the newspaper with material to emphasize the depraved char¬ 
acter of the Negro. The paper seemed to take particular 
care to establish that Negroes developed their thieverish 
habits unusually early. There was the little "dusky descen¬ 
dant of Ham" who stole his way into a store in Dalton, 
Georgia "with the view of appropriating such things as might 
strike his fancy." The boy took four dollars in silver, 
some pocket knifes, and a new suit. "He is a very young 
41 
thief," the Citizen remarked. The "younger element" of 
Dalton Negroes had the habit of meeting in groups on Sunday 
afternoons, on the public streets, of all places, where they 
laughed "boisteriously" and made "remarks about 
41 "The Tags Gave Him Away, " North Georgia Citizen, 
11 December 1890, p. 3, col. 3. 
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42 passers-by." The Citizen thought it was the clear duty of 
the local Marshal to "Put A Stop To It." The paper was also 
concerned about some "little darkies making merry" on a 
"Keep Off The Grass" sign in the city park. The Citizen 
again suggested that the Marshal do his duty and arrest 
.. 43 them. 
According to the Citizen, the most notorious of the 
young thieves was "A little Negro girl" who stole twenty-six 
44 dollars from a white woman's purse. Then there was the 
"little Negro who was arrested in the Atlanta railroad yards 
45 for malicious mischief." The Citizen clearly bordered on 
the extreme in printing these type articles when it reported 
that: 
It is against the law to shoot snakes in Birmingham, 
Alabama, on Sunday. A Negro boy was recently tried 
in that city for snake shootin' on Sunday and fined 
$10.46 
/O 
"Put A Stop To It," North Georgia Citizen, 6 July 
1893, p. 3, col. 3. 
4^(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 5 June 1890, 
p. 3, col. 2. 
44 
"Robbed of $26," North Georgia Citizen, 2 March 
1893, p. 3, col. 2. 
45 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 23 June 1892, p. 1, col. 2. 
4^(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 3 July 1890, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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The Citizen covered almost every conceivable aspect 
of the Negro's criminal nature, including the rougish ex¬ 
ploits of Negro men and women. A Negro in Bibb County, 
Georgia stole three hundred copies of the Macon Telegraph; 
worth about forty-five cents. He was "sent to the peniten- 
47 tiary for two years. " Two Negro women were caught m 
Cartersville, Georgia trying to steal a piano "in open day- 
48 light." Indeed, the Citizen had plenty to report to its 
readers about the activities of the theiving Negro. In far 
away New Jersey a Negro reportedly stole thirty chickens and 
fifteen bushels of grain. The Citizen thought that the New 
Jersey farmer "should thank his stars that he was left the 
49 
chicken house and grain shed." A similar inference to the 
Negro's legendary capacity to steal was made in December of 
1894: 
A Negro in Brunswick stole a pump last week. If he 
had gotten more Bay Street liquor he’d have taken 
the well.50 
^ (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 13 July 1892, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
48 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 29 September 1892, p. 1, col.l. 
49"Gleanings and Pencilings," North Georgia Citizen, 
13 February 1890, p. 1, col. 7. 
50(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 20 December 
1894, p. 4, col. 2. 
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Not only was the Negro a legendary thief, but he could often 
employ sharp cunning in his rougish endeavors, as attested 
by a Walker County man who took a load of apples to 
Chattanooga to sell. He was approached by a Negro who said 
that a "lady down the street" wanted to buy some. Not only 
•did the man give the Negro the apples which the "lady" had 
requested, but five dollars in change, which she also had 
requested. "This was the last the man from Walker County saw 
51 
of the Negro and his change," the Citizen retorted. The 
Negro would apparently stoop to any level in his devilish 
schemes. The Citizen borrowed a report from the Columbus 
Enquirer-Sun which told of a Negro in Americus, Georgia who 
52 
was "Selling Dressed Rats for Squirrels." 
Aside from printing articles which pictured the 
Negro as accomplished thieves and con artists, the Citizen 
also displayed other despicable traits in his character. 
"Several darkies" were arrested and fined for frequenting a 
53 "colored dive" in Dalton. A Gordon County Negro was sent 
51 "How A Negro Got Five Dollars," North Georgia 
Citizen, 15 October 1891, p. 1, col. 1. 
52 
"Selling Dressed Rats for Squirrels," North Georgia 
Citizen, 24 September 1891, p. 1, col. 1. 
53 "Said On The Streets: Short Items of Local Interest," 
North Georgia Citizen, 2 February 1893, p. 3, col. 4. 
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to jail for selling liquor without a license. Eliza 
Ketchum, along with her white lover, was incarcerated for 
55 
twelve months for the crime of adultery. Even the more 
respected elements of the Negro populace were portrayed as 
finding it difficult to keep abreast of the law. A Negro 
pastor was sent to the coal mines for an undisclosed infrac¬ 
tion. Apparently, the Citizen was not so much concerned 
with the crime as it was in the fact that the parson had 
56 
"gotten himself into trouble." Indeed, in one way or 
another, the Negro seemed to be constantly in trouble. 
A rather insideous picture of the Negro emerged from 
the mass of articles printed in the Citizen concerning the 
criminal behavior of the Negro. He was a dangerous, murder¬ 
ing brute who raped and murdered white women and children. 
He even beat and destroyed his own women and children. He 
slashed, shot, and hacked away at his own kind. The Negro 
seemingly started his criminal career at a very young age. 
Even the Negro's children were murderers and thieves. 
CA 
"Said On The Streets: Short Items of Local Interest," 
North Georgia Citizen, 9 February 1893, p. 3, col. 3. 
55 "Caught On The Common," North Georgia Citizen, 
24 April 1890, p. 3, col. 2. 
56 
"Small Talk," North Georgia Citizen, 15 October 
1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
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However, this was but one of the images that the Citizen 
projected of the Negro; there were other images as well. 
The Negro in Humor, The Negro in Death 
A significant number of articles in the Citizen 
depicted the Negro as funny, comical, ridiculous. For ex¬ 
ample, the newspaper reported on the Augusta Negro who "hit 
. * 57 the Louisiana lottery but lost his ticket." Moreover, the 
Citizen also utilized the Negro as a means for the editors 
to demonstrate their attempts at humor and wit: 
In Africa, when the weather prognasticator fails to 
bring rain, they cut him up and eat him. There are 
several of these prophets in Dalton that would have 
been eaten years ago if they had lived in Africa.^® 
Indeed, the Negro seemed to be fair game in this regard. 
The Citizen informed its readers in February 1890 that 
"the Negroes of Atlanta use the public horse troughs as 
bath tubs. " The paper struck a humorous note when it 
5 9 stated: "Better this than for them not to bathe at all." 
Then there was the story of a young Negro girl who 
cn 
"Glimpses of Georgia," North Georgia Citizen, 
28 August 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 10 September 
1391, p. 1, col. 4. 
59 "Gleanings and Pencilings," North Georgia Citizen, 
13 February 1890, p. 1, col. 7. 
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encountered a white man and repeatedly collided with him 
while attempting to pass and go on her way. She was quoted 
as saying: "See head, mister, what am dis gwine to be a 
60 
schootische or a waltz?" The paper also offered short 
little passages of racial humor like: "The darkey's dream— 
61 
'pair-o-dice.1" And: "Sweet potatoes, possum, pumpkins 
62 
and persimmons. A pleasing prospect for the darkey." 
There was also a "tall, slick, black" Negro who was "prome¬ 
nading the streets of Griffin" in May of 1892 "claiming to 
63 
be a Zulu Chief from Africa." 
The Citizen could even find humor in the death or 
injury of Negroes: 
Burrell Taylor, a 40-year-old Negro filled uj-î with 
whiskey and stripped candy in Atlanta Saturday and 
died suddenly Sunday morning. Atlanta whiskey and 
stripped candy is a dangerous combination.^ 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 10 January 1895, 
p. 2, col. 6 . 
^(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 4 May 1893, p. 2, 
col. 1. 
62 
"Miscellaneous Mention," North Georgia Citizen, 
28 August 1890, p. 3, col. 1. 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 26 May 1890, p. 1, col. 2. 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 26 November 
1891, p. 1, col. 7. 
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In January of 1892 several Negroes were injured when too 
many of "the dusky sons and daughters of Africa's sandy 
shores" were dancing and the floor gave away. The Citizen 
wrote that : 
One gay damsel, who was cutting the pigeonwing 'away out 
of sight' came down with such force that she broke 
through the floor, fractured her ankle and tore the skin 
off her limbs until they looked like a poplar tree...65 
Another woman somehow "soused" her head in a container of 
boiling soap. "She was badly burned about the head and face, 
the wool peeling off her cranium like a sheep in shedding 
66 
time." In addition to attempting to find humor in tragedy, 
the Citizen also assumed an air of indifference when it re¬ 
ported these incidents, as illustrated by the article on a 
Negro near Augusta who drowned "while chasing a rabbit during 
67 
high tide." A similar article m which the Citizen dis¬ 
played this kind of humorous indifference when it reported 
that a "little 'nigger' . . . was fooling with a stick of 
dynamite . . . " Apparently the dynamite "went off and so did 
part of the little picananny's face and all the fingers on 
65 "Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 14 January 1892, p. 1, col. 3. 
66Ibid. 
Ibid., 26 March 1891, p. 1, col. 7. 
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the right hand."^® A Negro painter from Dalton fell from a 
building and broke his arms and two ribs in October of 1891. 
The Citizen concluded this report by informing its readers 
that: "A horse tied near the building was given a showerbath 
of red paint."^ 
The comical references to the Negro printed by the 
Citizen seemed to illustrate jovial, funny creatures who 
could not be taken seriously. Indeed, to take the Negro 
seriously would border on the ridiculous. The extent that 
the Citizen developed this perception, however, had much 
wider implications. The paper took this particular carica¬ 
ture of the jovial, funny Negro to the very gates of death 
itself. The traditional observance of respect for the de¬ 
parted seemed all but cast to the wind. Sympathy for the 
injured or the begrieved, as well, were conspiciously absent. 
Apparently, such courtesy to the Negro was beyond the 
capacity of the Citizen to give. Perhaps the white supremist 
philosophy which it preached would have been compromised to 
an unacceptable degree. Could it be that the Negro was seen 
as unworthy of respect, even in death? After all, southerners 
O 
"Newsy News Pencilings," North Georgia Citizen. 
12 January 1893, p. 2, col. 2. 
69 "Fell From A Building," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 October 1891, p. 3, col. 3. 
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prided themselves on being honorable ladies and gentlemen, 
schooled in proper manners, protocol, and ceremony. Taking 
this into consideration, it can be construed, with sufficient 
justification, that the Citizen's failure to extend the com¬ 
mon courtesy of respect for the dead as an indication that 
the paper perceived the Negro as somewhat less than human. 
The Lazy Negro 
Periodically, during the years indicated for this 
study, the Citizen addressed the problem of domestic ser¬ 
vants. In these discussions it depicted the Negro as a race 
of idle, lazy slumberers, who persistently avoided the merits 
of productive activity. Apparently the Negro was in this 
unproductive state during slavery as the following article 
seems to imply: 
Before the war the sleepy Negro lay in the sun on top 
of iron mines whose value was only suspected. Agri¬ 
culture absorbed the people's attention and they let 
the Negro sleep on.^ 
The Negro was obviously still sleeping in the 1890s since it 
was "impossible to secure good, reliable servants" for the 
71 
ladies of Dalton. This seemed to be a statewide problem. 
70 
"The Growth of the South," North Georgia Citizen, 
18 June 1891, p. 1, col. 6. 
71 , . 
'Local Laconics," North Georgia Citizen, 20 Febru¬ 
ary 1890, p. 3, col. 2. 
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The ladies of other Georgia towns complained that they found 
72 
the "colored help so unreliable and shiftless." The lazi¬ 
ness of the Negro was felt in the cotton fields too, since 
73 
Georgia farmers reported a "great scarcity of Negro help." 
The Citizen complained in September of 1893 that there "were 
twenty idle grown and half-grown Negro men at the police 
74 
court." The paper often sounded the theme that if the 
Negro would not willingly work, then he should be forced to 
do so : 
The fields are literally white unto the harvest, 
but there is a woeful lack of laborers. What is 
needed right badly is a vagrant law in fine working 
order P 
Furthermore, the paper would have its readers believe that 
even when he could be induced to work, the Negro still had 
to be watched and proded, sometimes just in order to avoid 
catastrophy. The Citizen borrowed an article from the 
Quitman Sun reporting that Charley Grover had sent a Negro 
into town with a wagon load of cotton. The Negro, true to 
72 
"The Question of Cooks," North Georgia Citizen, 
29 January 1891, p. 3, col. 1. 
73 "Echoes From Georgia Farmers," North Georgia Citizen, 
5 June 1890, p. 2, col. 2. 
7^(NO Title), North Georgia Citizen, 15 September 
1893, p. 3, col. 5. 
^^Ibid., 15 October 1891, p. 2, col. 1. 
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his nature, went to sleep and the pipe he had been smoking 
set the valuable cargo on fire. Luckily, Mr. Grover followed 
the Negro and seeing his cotton on fire "jerked the sleeping 
Negro out and unloaded the cotton." Half of the crop was 
*7 ^ 
lost. The unreliability of the servant was further 
amplified in an article in December of 1895. It seemed that 
a Dalton lady had told her maid to rise early the next morn¬ 
ing and do some dusting. The following morning the lady not 
only was still residing in a dusty house, but was without the 
77 services of a maid as well. 
The idleness of the Negro, in the Citizen1s view, 
also posed certain social problems. If he did not work in 
order to earn his living, he either depended on state relief 
efforts, or he robbed and stole. To prevent either of these 
alternatives, the Citizen agreed with the Savannah Morning 
News that some of the idle Negroes "ought to be in the chain 
gang," and that the rest should be asked to find employment 
or be "dealt with as the law provides." "There would be a 
great deal less stealing," the Citizen concluded, and a 
-i /■ 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 12 November 1891, p. 1, col. 2. 
77 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 19 December 1895, 
p. 2, col. 1. 
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78 
"heavy burden" would be lifted from the community. However, 
the Citizen must have had reservations about the effective¬ 
ness of its proposed solution when it stated: "Probably the 
only genuine solution to this question of domestic help is 
79 
in direct German immigration." Obviously, the Citizen 
held little hope that the Negro would mend his idle ways, 
willingly or otherwise. 
The Citizen repeatedly pointed out that opportunities 
for the Negro to earn his own way in society were clearly 
available. Yet, he preferred to loaf around street corners 
using the name of the Lord in vain, robbing and stealing, or 
80 
living off the charity of the state. This image was 
qualified somewhat as follows: "there are a few exceptions 
in the faithful old colored aunties who were once slaves, but 
81 
these are fast passing away." As far as the Citizen was 
concerned, the Negro lacked both desire and ambition in the 
area of productive concerns. Unless he was forced to work, 
he would remain forever idle. He was able to work, but did 
7 8 
"The Idle Blacks," North Georgia Citizen, 9 March 
1893, p. 2, col. 2. 
7 Q 
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not; he needed to work, but would not. In the Citizen1 s 
view, the Negro was obviously a naturally lazy breed of man. 
The Dependent Negro 
Articles in this category depicted the Negro as in 
desperate need of counsel, advice, and the protection of 
whites. The Citizen expressed his utter dependence in no 
uncertain terms: "The Negro is unable to survive under 
82 
civilized conditions without the aid of the white man." 
These articles seemed to emphasize, however, that it was the 
"faithful" Negroes who were more often the recipients of the 
white man's aid. George W. Dye, a rich white man from North¬ 
east Georgia, rewarded "his faithful Negro tenants" by 
remembering them in his will for the sum of a half a million 
83 
dollars. In December of 1894, a "lady" from out of state 
saw to it that an "old Negro servant" received a consider¬ 
able amount of goods from a local grocerer. The Citizen 
commented that "no doubt the faithful old Negro had a happy 
84 
Christmas." Seemingly, in the opinion of the Citizen, 
82 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 18 February 
1892, p. 1, col. 4. 
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Ibid., 15 September 1893, p. 2, col. 3. 
8^Ibid., 27 December 1894, p. 3, col. 4. 
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this Negro had to have been "faithful" in order to be reward¬ 
ed in this manner. No doubt, such a Negro would not have 
challenged the assumptions of white supremacy, at least not 
openly. Indeed, this seemed to be one of the major prereq¬ 
uisites of a "faithful" Negro. The Citizen gave an example 
of such faithfulness in a borrowed article from the Madison 
Advertiser. It seemed that during Sherman"s dreaded march 
through Georgia a Negro by the Name of Jordan Baily was in¬ 
duced by the yankees to leave his master and family and join 
the march. However, the yankees "could not prevail on him" 
to do so. As a reward for this "fidelity," the Negro was 
allowed to keep a wagon, plus a mule and horse which he found 
85 
m the yankee camp. The white man's aid to the Negro, 
therefore, seemed based not so much on services rendered by 
the Negro to whites, as much as it was on the manner in which 
those services were performed. The humble, servile Negro, 
who knew his place and stayed there, was the prototype of a 
"faithful" Negro. The faithful Negro also appeared to accept 
his status in the white world. Indeed, he seemed a remnant 
of the past who vividly symbolized the Negro's dependence on 
whites. Perhaps this was a partial explanation as to why the 
OC 
"Georgia GossiprA Week's Doings m the Empire State," 
North Georgia Citizen, 8 September 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
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Citizen seemed to accept the fact that a white man would be¬ 
queath half a million to "his" Negro tenants. Perhaps this 
was why the Citizen wrote so fondly of the "faithful" Negro, 
and why it sadly acknowledged his gradual demise. Perhaps 
it did so in order to delay as long as possible the realiza¬ 
tion of the emergence of a totally independent Negro. 
The Citizen also used the Negro church as a further 
illustration that the Negro was incapable of managing his 
affairs without the assistance of whites. Such was the case 
of The Thankful Colored Baptist Church of Augusta. It 
seemed that the pastor and his congregation were in serious 
disagreement: "The complainants charge that the pastor has 
overridden them and refused them their rights in all confer¬ 
ences." As a result of this conflict the church was put in 
the hands of the deputy sheriff until the situation could be 
rectified. 
There were several of this type articles printed in 
87 
the Citizen. Their purpose seemed not to be overly 
Ibid., 5 February 1891, p. 1, col. 3. 
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concerned with the conflicts that occurred among the 
Negroes involved, but with the primary role that whites 
played in settling those disputes. Considering the articles 
the Citizen printed on this subject, it is clear that it 
believed that the independent Negro did not yet exist. 
The Superstitious Negro 
In March of 1891, on a railroad track near Turners- 
ville, Georgia, a white man supposedly saw the ghost of one 
Stephen Jackson, a Negro who had been killed at that spot by 
a train. In reporting this event, the Citizen remarked 
that : 
It is surprising that such superstitions should obtain 
in any community—the more so because whites can be 
found who believe as firmly in the ghost of old Stephen 
Jackson as: do the more ignorant Negroes.®® 
The Citizen seemed indignant that whites could be induced to 
believe in superstitious nonsense. Apparently, the paper 
believed that such nonsense was reserved for the "more 
ignorant" Negroes. Some Negroes from Turnersville even 
believed that a tramp who had wandered into town from the 
direction of the railroad tracks was the ghost of Stephen 
Jackson, who, "had assumed that guise in order to do them 
Railroad Ghost," North Georgia Citizen, 5 March 
1891, p. 1, col. 7. 
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some deadly injury." Other articles further depicted the 
Negro's superstitious nature. The "darkeys in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Cohutta" were frightened because of the strange be¬ 
havior of Lizzie Clark. It seemed that she "began to bark 
like a dog, bray like a jack and imitate snakes." The 
Negroes of Cohutta demonstrated their ignorance by believing 
that the girl had been conjured, probably by a conjurer who 
90 
gave her "powered scorpion." A similar case was reported 
in September of 1890. Dollie Moor, age sixteen, had appar¬ 
ently died of "dropsy of the heart." As with the case of 
Lizzie Clark, some of Dollie Moor's "superstitious colored 
91 
neighbors" thought that Dollie had been conjured to death- 
Reports in the Citizen would also indicate that, the 
superstitious Negro held the belief that the possession of 
certain objects would insure the bearer of good fortune: 
A Philadelphia old Negro has carried the same rabbit 
foot in his pocket for luck the past twenty-one 
92 years. ^ 
89 Ibid. 
90 "Conjuring at Cohutta," North Georgia Citizen, 
18 September 1890, p. 3, col. 4. 
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"Miscellaneous Mention," North Georgia Citizen, 
18 September 1890, p. 3, col. 1. 
92 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 31 May 1892, 
p. 1, col. 5 . 
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Sometimes, the paper reported, the Negro used objects that 
were not so inaminate, as was the case with Rich Mitchell. 
Mitchell was a "gambler and all round tough," who desecrated 
the grave of a "prominent lady" and cut off one of her 
93 
fingers to use as a "luck bone." 
An extreme case of the Negro's superstitious nature 
was reported in May of 1892. In an article entitled "'Blue 
Gum' Negroes," the Citizen reported that a Negro in Warren, 
Arkansas was lynched by a superstitious Negro mob. This 
violent incident occurred as a result of a fight between two 
Negroes. One was apparently bitten on the hand by the other? 
later the man died. The mob decided that the man had been 
bitten by a 'blue gum' Negro, which, in superstitious circles, 
was believed to be fatal. Upon examining the Negro prisoner 
it was discovered that he, indeed, had blue gums. The 
Citizen reported that: 
This was too much for the ignorant masses; they 
concluded that he was not safe to be left alive, 
so they took him out and killed him.^4 
Most of the articles that the Citizen printed on 
this subject, however, were not as tragic as the above, nor 
93 "Georgia Gossip: A Week ' s Doings m the Empire State, " 
North Georgia Citizen, 27 July 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
^4"Blue Gum' Negroes," North Georgia Citizen, 12 May 
1892, p. 2, col. 2. 
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as gruesome as that on Rich Mitchell. More often than not, 
they tended to be blended with humor, and to emphasize the 
silly beliefs as characterizing the Negro's nature. For 
example, a Baker County Negro confessed to his wife that he 
had 'seed a vision' that had instructed him to go out into 
an "old field about midnight and seek religion." The Negro, 
of course, did as he was instructed. An hour after he had 
departed on his mission, he returned hasteningly to his 
cabin, ordered his wife to "put de latch on dat door, and 
put de table ergin it." He explained to his wife that an 
"angel cum down an' chase me outen de ole fiel; an' he's 
a-cumin' down de road now, an' cumin' like de debbil, with 
wings ten feet long, an' a bill like a woodpecker." Obvious¬ 
ly the Citizen was not impressed with the Negro's religious 
experience, for, it expressed the opinion that he had simply 
mistaken an angel for what "must have been a Murray County 
95 
Ku Klux." 
A similar outrageous incident took place in Fannin 
County in July of 1893. The Citizen borrowed the details 
from an article in the Atlanta Constitution. A Negro killed 
a cat that had been constantly following him about and 
"It Must Have Been A Ku Klux, " North Georgia 
Citizen, 20 July 1893, p. 1, col. 3. 
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annoying him to no end. He took this rash action due to his 
belief that he was being conjured. The night after the 
Negro had "dashed" the cat's head against a tree, he suppos¬ 
edly saw two "glittering" eyes and heard a "reproachful mew" 
at the foot of his bed. Believing that this was the dead 
cat come back to life, he fled his bed and cabin. The 
Citizen summed up the report as follows : 
. . . and now there is one Negro missing from Fannin 
County, and at night around his deserted dwelling 
there can be heard the rasping 'mew' of that cat . . . 
moaning for its cruel master, with eight lives still 
left it..96 
Two other articles illustrate the Citizen1s coverage 
of the superstitious Negro. The first tells the story of an 
"old Dougherty County Negro" who in 1883 dreamed that he 
found a pot of gold buried in his field. In 1893 this Negro 
was still digging up his fields "every night" looking for 
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his pot of gold. The second article concerned Stanford 
Turner of Rome, Georgia. It seemed that Turner filed a law¬ 
suit against R. G. Hackney for services rendered during 
Hackney's campaign for sheriff. Apparently, Turner was an 
96"Story of a Negro and a Brindie Cat," North Georgia 
Citizen, 13 July 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
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(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 6 July 1893, 
p. 1, col. 3. 
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"election heeler," who by undisclosed means, saw to it that 
98 his clients won their elections. The Citizen failed to 
disclose Turner's effectiveness in this regard. However, 
the Citizen made its point that the Negro had obviously 
failed to shed all his primitive African beliefs. From its 
perspective, the Negro had learned little as the result of 
his exposure to the ideas of the superior race. He still 
clung tenaciously to the heathernish beliefs of his primi¬ 
tive past. His mind seemingly refused to discard supersti¬ 
tious nonsense which tended to distort his conception of 
reality. As a result, the Negro's ignorance was plainly 
evident for all to see. 
The Supernatural Negro 
The Citizen seemed to display a considerable effort 
in printing articles which pointed to some rather strange 
physical oddities of the Negro. In June of 1891, the paper 
informed its readers that Lewis Morris, who lived near 
Cochran, Georgia had six fingers on each hand. Moreover, 
three of his four children also possessed six fingers on 
each hand. "They are not as long and as well developed as the 
Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 2 February 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
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others," the Citizen reported, "but they are there." In 
November of the same year, the Citizen printed an article 
about another Negro, Jim Thomas, who was afflicted with this 
same abnormality. Thomas also had a brother "with hands ex- 
100 
actly like his. " The Citizen appropriated an even 
stranger oddity from an article originally printed in the 
Athens Banner. Of all things, a Negro with green eyes was 
"discovered" on the Elkins plantation in Jackson County. 
Apparently, this was not the only such discovery in Jackson 
County: 
Sometime since information was received . . . that 
a blue-eyed Negro was registered in a collection of 
rarities in Jackson County, and now a Negro with 
eyes like two emeralds in a bucket of tar turns up.^O^- 
Then there was the ironic phenomenon of a Negro 
woman near Selma, Alabama who was "turning white in spots, 
and the spots are growing larger and increasing in number." 
According to the Citizen1s report, her arms were as "white 
. . 102 as the whitest Caucasion." 
^Ibid., 18 June 1891, p. 1, col. 4. 
■^^Ibid., 19 November 1891, p. 1, col. 2. 
101"A Negro With Green Eyes," North Georgia Citizen, 
24 September 1891, p. 1, col. 1. 
102 (No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 6 August 1891, 
p. 1, col. 3. 
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Some articles, however, emphasized the more explain¬ 
able type peculiarities of the Negro. These rarities, al¬ 
though more believable, were remarkable nevertheless. Annie 
Brown of Houston County was one such rarity. She was 
"5 feet 7 inches high, 7 feet 2 inches around the bust, 
6 feet 4 inches around the waist, 30 inches around the arm 
and weighed 500 pounds. Josephine Brown, also of 
Houston County, together with two sisters had a total of a 
hundred and ten children between them; one of the sisters, 
obviously more fertile than the others, birthed fifty 
104 
three. Perhaps the least explainable rarity in this mold 
was the case of Lucy Tincker of Trigg County, who at the age 
of one hundred and five had cut a "full set of new teeth, 
the old ones having decayed and disappeared about forty 
105 years ago." The Citizen1s most consistent effort along 
these lines concentrated on unusual longevity. A Negro from 
Hancock County by the name of Deedham Broomfield claimed to 
"Largest Woman in the State," North Georgia Citizen. 
2 April 1891, p. 1, col. 1. 
104 
"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire State," 
North Georgia Citizen, 6 October 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
1 OS "Interesting," North Georgia Citizen, 16 April 1891, 
p. 1, col. 2 . 
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be one hundred and twenty-eight years old in March of 
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1891- The Citizen borrowed an article from the Atlanta 
Constitution which described the Negro's longevity as follow¬ 
ing: 
The old time Georgia slavery Negro is somewhat on 
the order of the white mule—he neither dies nor 
reigns. That is, he dies but seldom.-1-07 
The Citizen sought incidents of Negro longevity outside of 
the state. It reported the existance of a Negro woman in 
New Jersey who claimed to be one hundred and fifteen years 
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old, as well as a Negro in Kansas who "made a solemn 
affidavit . . . that he is one hundred and seventy years 
109 
old." Indeed, the Citizen printed more than a half dozen 
other articles on other Negroes who claimed to be over one 
hundred years old, not only in Georgia but from Texas and 
Louisiana as well.'*''*'^ Most, however, resided in Georgia, 
■'"^"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State," North Georgia Citizen, 5 March 1891, p. 1, col. 3. 
107 "The Oldest Negro," North Georgia Citizen, 3 Sep¬ 
tember 1891, p. 4, col. 2. 
108 
(No Title), North Georgia Citizen, 22 June 1893, 
p. 1, col. 5. 
109 
Ibid., 11 February 1892, p. 2, col. 1. 
'*'^"0ne of Jackson's Servants," North Georgia Citizen, 
4 December 1890, p. 1, col. 2; (No Title), North Georgia 
Citizen, 29 October 1891, p. 2, col. 1. 
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like the one hundred and eight year old Negro woman from 
Madison County who had "a great grandson who is now a grand- 
111 
father. ' 
Somewhat related to its articles on the unusual 
312 
longevity of the Negro, the Citizen also reported on how the 
Negro escaped incidents of certain death- In July of 1893, 
a Terrell County Negro was plowing his field when a thunder 
storm approached. The man sat on his plow-stock to wait for 
the storm to pass; lightning not only struck his mule dead, 
but shattered his plow to pieces. Despite this harrowing 
event, the Negro walked away "without the sign of a scratch." 
A similar article related to a close call in a house belong¬ 
ing to Henry Jones of Newnan. Lightning struck the house, 
entered into the house itself, and destroyed a chair in the 
center of the room. The Citizen informed its readers that 
it was "strange to relate" that not one of the ten Negroes 
113 
in the room was seriously injured. An even more remark¬ 
able escape occurred in Americus, Georgia where Elijah Carson 
"Here and There in the State," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 January 1891, p. 1, col. 2. 
112 
"Narrow Escape From Lightning," North Georgia 
Citizen, 27 July 1893, p. 1, col. 1. 
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^"Georgia Gossip: A Week's Doings in the Empire 
State, North Georgia Citizen, 18 August 1892, p. 1, col. 1. 
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was badly cut by a circular saw. Not only did the saw enter 
a full two inches into the Negro's brain, but two ounces of 
his brain was cut away; his nose was cut off and particles 
of his skull were found imbedded in his brain. The Citizen 
114 remarked, "it is simply wonderful that he lives." Even 
so, there was still another even more remarkable escape from 
certain death. In January of 1892, the Citizen wrote an 
article concerning the Negro, Rufe Moore, "who was hung at 
Trenton in May of 1891." Even though the physicians on the 
scene had declared that Moore was a "very dead 'nigger,'" he 
was supposedly seen "walking the streets of Bridgeport, 
Alabama" complete with rope burns around his neck. Apparently, 
Moore "returned to life while his friends were conveying his 
115 body to Jackson County for burial." Since Moore's neck 
"was not broken by the fall," the Trenton physicians appeared 
to have miscalculated in their pronouncement of death on a 
'nigger' who was obviously determined to live. 
In articles of this type, the Citizen portrayed 
Negroes as a strange and unusual people whose experiences 
were difficult for rational men to comprehend. Moreover, 
114 "Here and There in the State," North Georgia Citizen, 
1 January 1891, p. 1, col. 2. 
115 
"Is He Dead?," North Georgia Citizen, 28 January 
1892, p. 3, col. 3. 
101 
the Citizen1s articles often projected an image of the Negro 
which suggested that he was a freak of nature. Indeed, the 
paper's primary purpose seemed to be to portray the Negro as 
unexplainably different from other men. These differences, 
however, seemed to have very little to do with cultural dif¬ 
ferences or religious differences, but seemed to be an in¬ 
herited legacy within the Negro himself. 
Conclusion 
The social images of the Negro as projected by the 
Citizen covered a wide range. The Negro was a murderer and 
a thief; he was comical and lazy; dependent on whites to 
solve his problems; ignorantly superstitious, as well as 
bizarre. 
The Citizen gave the impression that Negroes were 
brutal murderers whose victims included their own children. 
Furthermore, the Negro was projected as being shiftless, 
lazy, and devoid of any ambition to work and thereby improve 
his standard of living. Instead, he preferred to steal and 
connive his way through life at the expense of society. 
The Negro was a comical figure who was forever get¬ 
ting himself into ridiculous situations. As far as the 
Citizen seemed concerned, the Negro was funny even in death. 
He was also projected as being incapable of either surviving 
102 
or co-existing among his own kind without the aid and advice 
of whites. He was childishly superstitious as well as 
strangely unique. Taking these images as a whole, it seems 
that the Citizen held the opinion that Negroes were the 
dregs of society and the epitome of degradation. Indeed, it 
left very little room for any other impression. 
CONCLUSION 
As the North Georgia Citizen attempted to discredit 
Negro rule, it borrowed heavily from the rich store of 
negative images of the Negro that had been propagated during 
slavery. Indeed, these images were used as justification to 
oppose Negro rule. The social images of the Negro depicted 
in the Citizen seemed to be utilized as evidence that the 
Negro was totally unprepared and unacceptable for the 
political arena. The Negro was seen as a dangerous breed of 
man and a menace to civilized society. The murderous nature 
of the Negro's character was amply documented by the Citizen. 
To allow such a breed of man into the politics of the South 
was against the instinct of self preservation. Seemingly, 
then, the South could not be judged too harshly for its 
opposition to the political Negro. Indeed, such opposition 
seemed only a natural response. 
Some aspects of the Negro's character, as depicted 
in the Citizen's articles, were similar to those which were 
attributed to the Negro during slavery. This was particularly 
103 
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true of the articles which projected his image as comical 
and jovial- Similarly, the lazy Negro also had his roots in 
the slave institution. Pro-slavery writers labelled the 
Negro a naturally happy and lazy creature. The articles that 
the Citizen printed on this subject indicated that the Negro 
had remained so even after slavery. The implication was that 
freedom had failed to improve his nature; therefore, slavery 
was not the cause of the obvious deficiencies in the Negro's 
character. Apparently, then, these were innate character¬ 
istics of the Negro. No doubt this was one reason why the 
Citizen was adamant in its belief that the Negro could not 
possibly progress as an independent people. Rather, the 
Negro needed the constant supervision and advice of the white 
man in order to advance into a civilized state. A signifi¬ 
cant amount of the Citizen1s time seemed to have been used 
in illustrating the fact that despite the Negro's exposure 
to the superior white civilization, he, nevertheless, had 
failed to shed the barbarisms of his African past. Not only 
was the Negro superstitious, but he bordered on the super¬ 
natural as well. His heathenist beliefs could be traced back 
to his primitive birthplace; his abnormal physical traits, 
however, could not be so easily explained. Perhaps the 
Negro's abnormalities were an indication of his 
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underdevelopment as a member of the human species. Moreover, 
perhaps it was also a further indication of the inferior 
quality of the Negro in general, at least as far as the 
white supremists viewed the situation. 
The Negro's alleged ineptitude as a social being 
seemed designed to explain his apparent failure as a politi¬ 
cal being. Upon viewing the articles written in the Citizen 
on the Negro's political behavior, there can be little doubt 
that the Negro failed miserably in the political sphere as 
far as the Georgia Democratic press was concerned. The 
Negro, when voted into political office, proved to be corrupt 
and incompetent. He was merely a political puppet who 
dangled at the end of a Republican string. 
The Negro's political efforts in the South were seen 
as a continuation of the North/South conflict. It was ob¬ 
vious from the articles written in the Citizen that the Civil 
War was still a bitter memory in the mind of the South. The 
Georgia Democratic press painted a brave picture of the 
defeated Confederate soldier as he marched off to war in 
order to preserve the "southern way of life." Bitter 
memories of a parched Georgia in the wake of the infamous 
Sherman still rang loud in the Georgia press in the 1890s. 
However, their primary concern was, no doubt the Republican/ 
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Negro political alliance. This was not only true as far as 
southern politics were concerned, but with national politics 
as well. The intensity with which the Citizen and the 
Georgia Democratic press approached the presidential elec¬ 
tion of 1892 is clear evidence in that regard. Further, the 
ramifications of the clear political victory of the Democrats 
in the election were felt immediately in the South as far as 
Negro rule was concerned. The federal patronage system fell 
into the grasp of the Democrats, and they used it to syste¬ 
matically purge the South of Republican/Negro office¬ 
holders . 
In Georgia, the Democratic press served as a propa¬ 
ganda network to voice the white supremist philosophy en¬ 
dorsed by the Democratic Party. The image of the Negro that 
resulted from the Citizen1s propaganda was one that was 
forged in another era. Even so, there seemed to have been 
little difficulty in taking this image and projecting it 
well into the 1890s and beyond. The institutionalization of 
racism contributed significantly to the success of this 
process. The slave institution left a definite image of the 
Negro behind after its demise. The image of the Negro 
projected by the Citizen indicates that the slave institution 
transmitted its image of the Negro into other southern 
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institutions. Indeed, most of the South's institutions seem¬ 
ed attached to slavery in one way or another. When slavery 
ended the image of the Negro underwent very little change as 
the remaining institutions adhered to the same racist phi¬ 
losophy as their slave predecessor. Thus, it is hardly 
surprising that the image of an innately inferior Negro 
remained entrenched in southern thought, even though the 
social and political status of the Negro had changed from 
slave to freedman. The Citizen's articles, which concentrated 
on many of the Negro's less amendable qualities and few of 
his finer ones, seem to be a clear indication of that fact. 
So, it was not only a matter of what the Citizen printed 
about the Negro, but what it did not print as well. Articles 
that did not, in one way or another, discredit the character 
of the Negro, or did not ridicule and attack his behavior 
were extremely rare. As a result, a distorted image emerged 
from the Citizen's articles. Needless to say, when only the 
baser side of a people's character and behavior is empha¬ 
sized, while the more agreeable qualities receive little 
consideration, the image of that people will be far from 
flattering. Such a distorted image of the Negro was projected 
by the North Georgia Citizen. 
However, when the political and social climate of the 
108 
time is considered, perhaps the Citizen1s treatment of the 
Negro was not only expected but necessary for its survival. 
It should be remembered that the Citizen was not the first 
to project unsavory images of the Negro. Indeed, these 
images were formed from a consensus of data compiled by 
both the natural and social sciences of that day. Biology, 
anatomy, religion, and politics were instruments used in 
the attempt to certify the Negro an inferior. As a result, 
many racial theories emerged. The Citizen was only a link 
in the evolutionary process of these theories. The Citizen 
merely inherited the Negro's image from an era long since 
past. In this respect, the Citizen had very little choice 
in the manner in which it handled the Negro question. The 
question of the Negro had already been answered long before 
the Citizen came into existance. The pervasiveness of racial 
theories and sterotypes about the Negro is well documented 
by history itself. Many advocates of the white supremist 
philosophy in the late nineteenth century were highly edu¬ 
cated and respected members of the academic world. I. A. 
Newby, in The Development of Segregationist Thought discussed 
the general assumptions of these men, including some histor¬ 
ians. Indeed, some historians projected images of the Negro 
that were similar to those found in the Citizen. This 
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seemed due primarily because of the distorted information on 
which much of this history was based. Generally, historians 
approached their work already convinced of the Negro's in¬ 
feriority. As a result, the validity of much of this history 
is highly questionable as far as historical significance is 
concerned. Seemingly, then, history, too, was not immune 
from inheriting its own distorted image of the Negro. The 
effects of the Negro's slave image had indeed survived. Why 
did a nation that was revered for its enlightened and pro¬ 
gressive spirit allow such theories to remain valid for so 
long? Perhaps it was due to motives similar to those that 
found it necessary to develop the theories in the first place. 
But perhaps it is also an indication that the rattle of slave 
chains is not so far removed from our generation after all. 
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